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21 March 2021 – The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Read 2 Corinthians 4:1-6 
 
For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 4:6 ESV) 
 
We are well and truly into Lent. We are used to our Lenten discipline by now – the whatever we 
might be doing in Lent 2021. It is similar to previous Lenten seasons and yet it is also different 
because we haven’t gone through Lent in a pandemic before.  
 
Except. On thinking about it. Yes, we have. The pandemic lockdown happened a year ago in the 
season of Lent. Yes, it has been that long! Back then there was the newness of it all. Lockdown. 
Services going online. Fear. Concern. Anxiety. And it will be over soon. Possibly the symbol of all 
of this was the face mask. Previously functional in the workplace especially hospitals and from 
time to time controversial when considering religions or human rights, now face masks were 
common place – and they still are. And we all use them and communicating with them – through 
them – beyond them – is very much part of our normal today. 
 
Each Lent, at this time, Jesus is much closer to Jerusalem now than when on the Mount of 
Transfiguration or on Ash Wednesday (when our Lenten season begins). Jesus’ rescue of us began 
before time – yes, it’s a mystery – and specifically at the annunciation – yes, it’s a miracle – and 
with his birth – who would have thought God could be born as one of us? Masked in human flesh 
and yet also truly human, God lived and journeyed to the cross so that we might live without the 
lockdown of fear, sin, death, and hell.  
 
And that is the core of all Christian living and ministry – that God is hidden from us – masked so 
to speak – in paradox – that in the cross of Jesus we have life – and taking up our cross and 
following Jesus is the best living that can happen in this world. It is not a matter of sin and death 
being ‘over soon’ but rather living with the sure hope that sin and death never have the last word 
anymore. Jesus is light that shines in every darkness. 
 
Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, thank you for finding us in the dark and rescuing us through your Son and help 
us to trust that your ‘masks’ of words, water, bread and wine are where and how we meet you 
face to face, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
George Samiec 
 

                 
 
22 March 2021 
Read Mark 14:1-11 
 
[Jesus said] “And truly, I say to you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, 
what she has done will be told in memory of her.” (Mark 14:9 ESV) 
 



We are given grim background to this passage – the local clergy were covertly plotting to rid 
themselves of the prophet that concerned them, avoiding fuss. And, at the end we find Judas, 
accepting the wages of sin in betrayal. And, that those events are close. 
 
In between, in the woman anointing of Jesus, we have an account of a simple act of love of God 
and devotion to Jesus.  
 
We are told also some of the people moaned at the extravagance of the act, especially as the 
flask was broken open. Jesus rebukes the moaners, alluding to the fact that both he and the 
woman knew what fate was to come.  
 
We are also told (in John 12) details of the names and relationships here – Mark doesn’t use 
names but causes us to focus on the act of worship.  
 
We are reminded, through Mark, that Jesus is reminding us that we, too, can and should perform 
selfless acts, however small and to whomever, daily, in our lives and that the good news, the 
Gospel of Christ, will be spread throughout the world, and guide us in our faith. 
 
Prayer: 
Lord, help us not to count our days, or count the cost, but to live our lives with compassion, and 
with love toward one another; helping any and all where we can, following in the actions of the 
faithful ones written in your Gospel. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
Geoff Gowers (Good Shepherd, Coventry) 
 

                 
 
23 March 2021 
Read Mark 14:12-21 
 
Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me … For the 
Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is 
betrayed!” (Mark 14:18, 21a ESV) 
 
The disciples had accompanied Jesus for 3 years but still they often misunderstood his purpose 
and mission.  They often treated him as ‘one of us’. In our text Jesus sends them to prepare for 
him to eat the Passover and they find everything just as he said they would. Did they wonder 
how he could have known? He then displays knowledge of his true purpose on Earth and that 
one of the twelve will betray him.  They all wonder if it will be them, which seems surprising – 
would they not have known? To betray Jesus would have been the worst thing they could have 
done. It seems that they were amazed at the things Jesus said and did, yet did not really question 
who he was! 
 
The Passover lamb was sacrificed at the feast of Unleavened Bread. Jesus knew that he was to be 

the sacrificial lamb – ‘For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him’ – but this was only starting 

to be revealed to the disciples. All the prophecies pointed to Jesus being the one who would be 



sacrificed for our salvation, yet the disciples did not understand this and the chief priests, scribes 

and elders, did not want to consider it, as it was an existential threat to their position. 

 
Prayer:   
Heavenly Father, thank you for sending your Son as our Sacrificial Lamb. Help us always to praise 
and acknowledge him as our Saviour. Amen. 
 
Jan Morbey (Redeemer, Harlow) 
 

                 
 
24 March 2021 
Read Mark 14:22-25 
 
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave 
it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and they all drank from it. “This is my blood of the covenant, which 
is poured out for many,” he said to them. (Mark 14:22-24 NIV) 
 
I've had many forgettable fast-food meals. A quick bite out shopping or “I’m not cooking 
tonight!”. Then there have been the unforgettable meals. Eating, drinking, warmth and laughter 
with family or friends. My memories remain on the people, not the food because I'll happily eat 
anything (ok, maybe not that time in Singapore when I ate unidentifiable things not to offend my 
hosts!) 
 
In Jerusalem, disciples prepared the meal we call the Last Supper. I imagine warmth and laughter 
before it turned serious when Jesus spoke. He offered his own body and blood, not just to those 
there but to me (and you too). I sometimes struggle to get my head around the fact that Jesus 
(God) has so much love that He came to earth as a frail human to be the way for me to become 
right with Him. Which makes me so very, very grateful that God is for us, never against us. 
 
Prayer:  
Dear Jesus, thank you for loving us with a love that has no bounds. Amen. 
 
B.A.T. (Good Shepherd, Witta, Queensland, Australia) 
 

                 
 
25 March 2021 
Read Mark 14:26-31 
 

And Jesus said to [Peter], “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you  
will deny me three times.” But he said emphatically, “If I must die with you, I will not deny 
you.” And they all said the same. (Mark 14:30,31 ESV) 



 
Ever been talking to an acquaintance or co-worker and they mention a problem they are having 

and you thought to yourself that a prayer would be helpful here? Did you ask them if they would 

like to pray with you? Did you say a prayer in your head for them? Did you add them to your 

prayers at the end of the night? Or were afraid of what they would think about you if they knew 

you were not only Christian but a practising Christian. So, you do what I find I do most of the time 

– say how sorry you are for them and then walk away and forget all about it. You mean to pray 

for them later when no one but God can hear but that thought gets lost in the many other things 

that fill up the day. You hide your Christianity until Sunday when you take off your mask at 

church with other Christians and ask for God’s forgiveness and then praise God for all that he has 

done for you.  And the amazing and miraculous thing that happens is that God loves you so much 

that through Jesus’s death and resurrection he does forgive you all of you mistakes and sins. Even 

though you don’t deserve it, he loves you and forgives you. 

 

Prayer: 

Thank you, Lord, for forgiving me even when I fail to do as you ask and share your love with 

others. Amen. 

 

John Brei-Crawley (formerly at Ascension, Brandon) 

 
 

                 
 
 
26 March 2021 
Read Mark 14:32-42 
 
Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he told them, “Sit here while I 

pray.” Jesus took along Peter, James, and John. He was sad and troubled and told them, “I am 

so sad that I feel as if I am dying. Stay here and keep awake with me.” (Mark 14:32,33 CEV) 

 

For a year now, we’ve been reminded to wear face masks whenever we go out in public, and 

many of us have collected a selection of masks. I’ve even learned a little ditty (sung to the tune of 

“Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes”) to sing before leaving the house: “Facemask, wallet, keys, 

and phone! Keys and phone!”. As strange as they seemed at first, we’ve actually become 

accustomed to wearing them, and it seems odd to look at old pictures or to watch movies and 

see people with their faces uncovered! But even as we’ve become used to wearing masks, it is 

still a relief to take them off.   

 

During this Lenten season, we are looking at how Jesus came to us in human form, as “God, 

Unmasked”. The man Jesus is accessible to us, and gives us a clearer image of God, since we have 

a fairly decent idea about men but haven’t seen God.  

 
 



But humans wear metaphorical masks all the time. We chose what parts of our true selves we 

show to others and we cherish the friends we can “let our hair down with” because those are the 

friends with whom we actually remove our “masks” and be ourselves. 

 

Jesus, the true human, was wearing a bit of a mask himself in the Garden of Gethsemane, as he 

knew what was going to happen but didn’t share it with his disciples. To his closest friends, 

though, Peter, James, and John, he said “I am so sad that I feel as if I am dying. Stay here and 

keep awake with me.” He removed his mask, admitted his fears, and begged for help.  Of course, 

they didn’t exactly ace their side of the friendship but Jesus’ unmasking was written down for 

history – for us. What a gift to us that our God chose to unmask himself completely for us, 

through his Word! 

 

Prayer:   

Thank you, Lord, for taking off your mask for us and showing us who you truly are. Amen. 

 
Danielle Laatsch (formerly at Ascension, Brandon) 
 

                 
 
27 March 2021 
Read Mark 14:43-52 
 
Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man. Seize him and 

lead him away under guard.” (Mark 14:44 ESV) 

 

The betrayal of our Lord by Judas seems so familiar to us. But like all the Lenten stories, I find it 

very unsettling and sad. Do you feel that? Jesus was betrayed by one of the twelve who had 

spent time with Jesus, seen him perform all sorts of miracles and healing. Judas knew that Jesus 

was sinless, truthful and the Saviour of the world. Yet he still could betray him. How do you feel if 

a friend or family member betrays you somehow? We cannot imagine how Jesus must have felt, 

but he knew that Scripture had to be fulfilled. Jesus met the situation of violence and betrayal 

with gentleness and love. Do you react to betrayal with love and forgiveness or do sinful thoughts 

and deeds take over? Our Saviour always treats us with love and forgiveness. We only have to 

ask. What an amazing thought is that? We are truly loved and saved!! 

 

Prayer: 

Dear Lord, please help us to face up to situations when we should speak out in your name. Amen. 

 

PS. A question to leave you with – what is the significance of verses 51 and 52? Who was the 

young man who was seized but ran away? 

 

Sue Barnes (Ipswich Lutheran Mission) 

 
 



28 March 2021 – Palm Sunday 
Read Mark 14:53-65 
 
For many bore false witness against [Jesus], but their testimony did not agree. And some stood 
up and bore false witness against him, saying, “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple 
that is made with hands, and in three days I will build another, not made with hands.’” Yet 
even about this their testimony did not agree. (Mark 14:56-59 ESV) 
 
I don’t know much about the psychology of lying or the physiological clues or how a lie detector 
works but I’ve seen enough TV shows to understand the ‘big picture’ that apparently our body 
undergoes physiological changes when we lie or deceive. The idea fascinates me because it 
means, to my way of thinking, that lying and deceiving are something we learn, skills so to speak, 
where we ‘go against’ something inside of us. And yet, self preservation and fear and many other 
self interests can motivate us to lie, deceive, or dissemble easily. But it is the planned lie, the 
deception, corruption that generates the most rage from us – because there has been a 
consistent, repeated lying. When the purveyors of fake news know it is fake news, something is 
afoot, there is a game plan in hand. 
 
Because Jesus’ destruction had to have God’s curse on him to stop the idea of martyrdom, 
crucifixion and the Romans needed to be involved and there needed to be a judicial reason for 
bringing Jesus to Pilate. Jesus wasn’t lynched; he has legally lynched … by Jews and Gentiles … by 
all humanity which simply can’t believe Jesus’ words mean what he says or that he is who is. 
Many people still have such a view of Jesus. 
 
Trust is eroding in our world considerably. Trust in words. Trust in people. However again and 
again, when people discover Jesus – listen to him, see what he has done and who he is – people 
discover that Jesus is trustworthy. The most trustworthy person ever. Ever. 
 
Prayer: 
Jesus, it can be so hard to let your words stand and follow you, help us to trust you. Amen. 
 
George Samiec 
 

                 
 
29 March 2021 
Read Mark 14:66-72 
 
And immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had 
said to him, "Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times." And he broke 
down and wept. (Mark 14:72 ESV) 
 
Peter’s evening started with fellowship and ended in shame. He celebrated the Passover with his 
teacher and friends. A few hours later, Peter denied them all, just as Jesus foretold. Fear blinded 
Peter as it blinds most of us at one time or another. Human reason can’t fathom God’s plans and 
purposes. It is our fear, misunderstanding, and spiritual death, which keep us separate from the  



Father and blind to his wishes. 
 
Peter’s fear pushed him away from God. After he remembered Jesus’ words, Peter repented and 

God’s grace restored their relationship. All people will continue to suffer fear and sin. Only the 

unceasing work of the Holy Spirit, drawing us to God, allows us to experience him through words, 

bread, water and wine. Our loving heavenly Father reveals himself, chases after us, and restores 

our broken relationships with him. His message to us is one of hope and salvation through the 

perfect life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 

Prayer: 

Heavenly Father, remove our fear and open our hearts and minds to your will today.  Amen. 

 

Luke Wilson (formerly at Ascension, Brandon) 

 
 

                 
 
 
30 March 2021 
Read Mark 15:1-15 
 
And Pilate asked [Jesus], “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he answered him, “You have said 
so.” (Mark 15:2 ESV) 
 
Can God be unmasked? Or does he need to be? An invisible God has no need for a mask but is he 
truly unseen? In the Old Testament God revealed himself by words and acts.  
 
For people during Jesus’ life they had his physical presence, his preaching, miracles and finally the 
ultimate sacrifice – his suffering and death. And the resurrection. Christ was the living unmasked 
God walking amongst the people. 
 
For us today God reveals himself through many ways. We have our baptism, confirming that we 
are saved and belong to him. Further revelations come with reading God’s Word or in the prayer 
Jesus himself taught us to pray. Finally during Holy Communion, partaking of bread and wine we 
let Christ enter into us and we may feel his Spirit moving within us. Again we cannot see him with 
our eyes but we acknowledge his presence in our lives through faith. 
 
It is not for us to see his face until he judges the time is right for us then we will see him in all his 
glory. 
 
Prayer: 
Father in Heaven, until we finally see your holy face, abide with us through your saving grace. 
Amen. 
 
Pam Causton (Redeemer, Harlow) 



31 March 2021 
Read Mark 15:16-20 
 
And they began to salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” (Mark 15:18 ESV) 
 
I grew up in a small country town in Queensland, Australia. Yes, we had koalas living in Eucalypt 
trees outside our home. Looking back, it was an idyllic childhood however not always so. My 
mother provided some sound advice, “Sticks and stones may break my bones but words will 
never hurt me.” Did I listen to that advice? No! When my brother said I was dumb, I snapped 
back with something extremely witty, “No, you’re dumb!” My brother’s words did bite and hurt 
and words can hurt today. 
 
We can experience ridicule and shame but would we accept the shame of others? In these 
verses, did Jesus react as I did as a little boy? Did he deserve this? Jesus was humiliated and 
shamed so that we don’t have to be. We don’t receive what we deserve and receive completely 
the opposite. 
 
Prayer: 
Dear Lord, we thank you for taking on our shame and help us to trust only in you. Amen. 
 
Phil Thamm (Good Shepherd, Witta, Queensland, Australia) 
 

                 
 
1 April 2021 
Read  Mark 15:21-32 
 
21 And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, the 
father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross. 22 And they brought him to the place called 
Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull). 23 And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but 
he did not take it. 24 And they crucified him and divided his garments among them, casting lots 
for them, to decide what each should take. 25 And it was the third hour when they crucified 
him. 26 And the inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27 And with 
him they crucified two robbers, one on his right and one on his left. 29 And those who passed by 
derided him, wagging their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and 
rebuild it in three days, 30 save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31 So also the chief 
priests with the scribes mocked him to one another, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save 
himself. 32 Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see 
and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also reviled him. (Mark 15:21-32 ESV) 
 
Jesus’ last days on earth were not easy ones. Beaten, whipped, and other physical tortures. 
Forced to carry his own execution device, yet so weak someone else must be dragged in to assist. 
Having his friends and family desert him, even refuse to acknowledge their association. And now 
comes further mental abuse.  Verse 29 – ‘those who passed by derided him’.  Other translations 
use words like ‘hurling abuse’, ‘railed at’, or ‘blasphemed’ him.  
 



Verse 31 – ‘chief priests and the scribes mocked him to one another.’ Another version says, 
‘making fun of.’  
Verse 32 – ‘Those who were crucified with him also reviled him.’  ‘Insulted’ or ‘spoke abusively’ 
are other translations. 
 
These last days of Jesus, God is masked. His power and majesty is hidden from the people. Look 
who was speaking – v. 29 ‘those who passed by’, v. 31 ‘chief priests and the scribes’, v. 32 ‘those 
who were crucified with him’ – all levels of society were mocking and insulting the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords. They didn’t see the wonderful strength and the great love of God. They saw a 
man, beaten and (in their eyes) defeated. He died and was buried. 
 
But then at Easter, God is Unmasked – God’s power and majesty, grace and love, is revealed with 
the resurrection of his son, Jesus.  And so we say, “Christ is risen” and we respond, “He has risen 
indeed, alleluia!”. 
 
Prayer: 
Dear God, in this time of Lent, help us to remember the trials Jesus took for us. Help us to 
remember that the trials we have are known to Jesus.  He gives us a sympathetic ‘shoulder to cry 
on’ until the last days when we shall rejoice with him in heaven; in Jesus’ name. Amen.    
 
PS. I used the site www.biblegateway.com to find various translations.  The ones I used were 
from the New International Version, The King James 21 Century Version, the New King James 
Version, New American Standard Bible, and the English Common Bible. 
 
Jo Brei-Crawley (formerly at Ascension, Brandon) 

 

                 
 
2 April 2021 
Read Mark 15:33-41 
 
And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two, from top to bottom. And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way 
he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” (Mark 15:37-39 ESV) 
 
Most of us like the ‘big reveal’ especially in stories of mistaken identity or wrongs being righted 
where the person thought of as nondescript or weak or nothing turns out to be important, 
special, the hero. Yes, it’s Cinderella-esque or there’s the time in the Superman 2 movie where 
having his powers restored Clark Kent deals with the bully in the diner. Comeuppance! We like 
that. (As long as it’s not us that is getting ours.) 
 
Hidden behind Jesus’ crucifixion is something more than death. The centurion saw something. I 
don’t know what but it was something that he hadn’t seen before and we presume this wasn’t 
his first crucifixion. Hidden behind dying flesh I wonder whether there isn’t a cosmic battle going 
on between the demonic and Jesus, a continuation of the temptation in the wilderness, where if 
the Devil and his hordes can Jesus to not trust his heavenly Father, not rely on God’s Word, then 



they will be vindicated in their rebellion. Mark mentions the demons numerous times and they 
know who Jesus is even though he is fully human. And they scream when cast out. Is it possible 
that in the crucifixion when death is so close – death only comes to sinners – that they are not 
just ‘outside’ in the world’s mockery and rejection but ‘inside’ crawling around trying everything 
to ‘turn Jesus’? And in his death, Jesus turns the table on sin, death, and the Devil and they get 
their comeuppance! 
 
What did the centurion see? I don’t know. But I agree with him that Jesus is the Son of God – and 
now wonder of wonders! – he has died for me so that I – and you – and this world may live! 
 
Prayer: 
Lord, have mercy on me a sinner. Thank you for dying for me so I may live. Amen. 
 
George Samiec 
 

                 
 
 
3 April 2021 
Read Mark 15:42-47 
 
And Joseph bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud and 
laid him in a tomb that had been cut out of the rock. And he rolled a stone against the entrance 
of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid. (Mark 
15:46,47 ESV) 
 
The phrase ‘dead and buried’ is meant to emphasise that something has ended and also that 
there is no future for whatever it is; move on, try something new. The phrase isn’t used so much 
for living things because the truth it wants to express is obvious – each life is unique and 
irreplaceable. One of the cruellest statements or inferences suggested or made to parents 
grieving the death of a child is the possibility of having another child which while possibly true, 
however devalues and minimises the child who has died. Each life is precious! So I think that the 
phrase is used more for concepts or ideas that are believed to be wrong or outdated. 
 
One of the paradoxes of Christianity is that as a concept – loving God and serving the neighbour – 
it should have been dead and buried a long time ago. Yet despite the periodic claims throughout 
history that religion or Christianity is waning or reaching its use-by date or that it is outdated or 
irrelevant, Christianity isn’t going away. And that is because what was buried that Friday 
afternoon before sunset wasn’t a concept or an ideal but a person – yes, unique and 
irreplaceable – whose story doesn’t end with death.  
 
When people encounter Jesus who was dead and buried (for us) and understand this not to be 
just a history lesson, then the wonder of God unmasked is revealed for today – this day, this 3rd 
April 2021. Yes, Jesus died. But that is not the end of his story – there is more! – and you are part 
of that ‘more’. Wow! 
 



 
Prayer: 
Lord, the two Marys saw where you were buried. Help us not to minimise your death with stories 
of power or miracles but forever hear and say ‘Christ crucified’ and in our Baptism be joined to 
your death and in Holy Communion proclaim your death until you reappear for the world to see. 
Amen. 
 
George Samiec 
 

                 
 
4 April 2021 
Read Mark 16:1-20 
 
After the Lord Jesus had said these things to the disciples, he was taken back up to heaven 
where he sat down at the right side of God. (Mark 16:19 CEV) 
 
Throughout Lent, we’ve talked about how Jesus is “God, Unmasked”, and how we can see God 
through him.  Jesus, true God and yet true man, is Immanuel, the God with us, in the flesh.  
 
But even as we are grateful for the fact that we could get to know God through Jesus, I think that 
I might consider God’s human form from the other direction.  When we look at Jesus, it is 
possible that we see more of the man and less of God.  Perhaps God as man is a little bit of a 
mask itself? 
 
Masks, of course, aren’t necessarily bad!  We realize that daily as we put on our masks to protect 
ourselves and others from COVID-19. Beyond the coronavirus, we have long expected surgeons 
to wear masks in the operating room, and welders to wear masks while working on pipes. Masks 
are important and they have their place. 
 
Whatever they thought of the signs and wonders he performed, to the disciples, other followers, 
and the people on the streets, Jesus was a man. Easter, though, is the ultimate unmasking. Jesus 
is God, God who came in the flesh to show how much he loves us. Jesus is the Christ and Christ is 
indeed risen!   
 
Prayer:  
Jesus, we thank you for the incredible love you’ve shown us as both true man and true God. 
Amen. 
 
Danielle Laatsch (formerly at Ascension, Brandon) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

What did you say? 
 
What did you say in answer to Sue Barnes’ question about the young man fleeing naked at Jesus’ 
arrest (Mark 14:51,52)? [See 27 March] 
 
If your answer began with ‘Um, I don’t really know …’ then you’re in good company in my 

opinion!       Various theories and answers are given. That it is Mark himself, possibly a young lad, 
whose father’s premises were used for the Last Supper and who was curious about what was 
going on. Another idea is that he is an allegory that Mark is using and relating the linen cloth and 
the nakedness to a message that the Old Testament priesthood (the priests might be described 
as ‘men of the linen’ as clergy have been described as ‘men of the cloth’) is now ‘unclean’ 
(because nakedness is regarded as ritually unclean) and this is Mark’s code to say that the Old 
Testament priesthood is coming to an end in the nakedness and crucifixion of Jesus, the great 
high priest. Other Christian writers have made links with baptism and faithfulness or lack of 

faithfulness in discipleship. It is something to ponder!       – GS 
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Thank you … 
 

Thank you for reading our Lenten thoughts for the last two 
weeks of Lent 2021. On your behalf, I thank the writers for 
their contributions – their thoughts and engagement with 
God’s Word and Mark’s account of Jesus’ Passion. (Also I 
thank them for their patience when they didn’t hear from 
me in reaching the revised deadline!)  
 

May our gracious Lord Jesus continue to guide us personally 
and in all our relationships to be his people here and now 
and rejoice in his goodness! May we be the masks of God 
for today! 
 

Peace, 
 

George Samiec 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

THE EASTER TRIDUUM WORSHIP SERVICES 
(Some details are still to be confirmed) 

 
Tuesday 30th March or Wednesday 31st March (TBC) 

7:00pm – Ipswich  
 

Maundy Thursday – 1st April 
3:00pm – Redeemer, Harlow + ONLINE 

7:00pm – Ascension, Brandon + ONLINE (Venue: TBC) 
 

Good Friday – 2nd April 
10:00am – Good Shepherd, Coventry 

3:00pm – Redeemer, Harlow + ONLINE 
7:00pm – Ascension, Brandon 

 
Easter Vigil – 3rd April 

1:00pm – St Timothy, Sunderland 
11:00pm – Good Shepherd, Coventry (TBC) 

 
Easter Sunday – 4th April 

11:00am – Redeemer, Harlow + ONLINE 
5:00pm – Ascension, Brandon 
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