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AN ORDER OF SERVICE 

The Festival of The Ascension 
Ascension Lutheran Church, Brandon / Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Coventry  

Ipswich Lutheran Mission / Redeemer Lutheran Church, Harlow 

 St Timothy Lutheran Mission, Sunderland 

13th May 2021 

 

 
Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Hallelujah! 

God raised Christ from the dead, Alleluia! 

and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places. Alleluia!  (Ephesians 1:20 NRSV) 

Grace and peace to us from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Song: Up through endless ranks of angels (491LSB) 

 

Opening Sentences: 

Jesus, Saviour of the world, come in mercy, set us free. 

We look to you to help and save us. 

By your cross and precious blood, you redeemed your people, Lord. 

We look to you to help and save us. 

Your disciples cried for help; you were there and saved their lives. 

We look to you to help and save us. 

Free us from the chains of sin, so that we can sing your praise. 

We look to you to help and save us. 

Come and live with us, O Lord, stay forever, Jesus Christ. 

We look to you to help and save us. 

When you come in glory, Lord, make us to be one with you. 

We look to you to help and save us. 

 

Prayers: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose 

again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty, from 

thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian# Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

# or: ‘catholic’ which here means ‘universal’ 

 

The Psalm: Psalm 47; Antiphon Psalm 47:1 

Clap your hands, all you nations; 

    shout to God with cries of joy. 

How awesome is the Lord Most High, the great king over all the earth! 

    He subdued nations under us, peoples under our feet. 

He chose our inheritance for us, 

    the pride of Jacob, whom he loved. 

God has ascended amid shouts of joy, 

    the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets. 
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Sing praises to God, sing praises; 

    sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

For God is the King of all the earth; 

    sing to him a song of praise. 

God reigns over the nations; 

    God is seated on his holy throne. 

The nobles of the nations assemble as the people of God of Abraham, 

    for the kings of the earth belong to God; he is greatly exalted. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Clap your hands, all you nations; 

    shout to God with cries of joy. 

 

Preparing to hear God’s Word: 

Let us pray that Christ will rule over all ... (silence) 

Thank you, eternal Father, that your Son Jesus ascended to your right hand, to rule over all things as Lord. Keep your 

Church in the unity that the Spirit gives, and bring all creation to submit to Christ as Lord. For he lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

The Bible Readings: 

First Reading – Acts 1:1-11 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading – Luke 24:44-53 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Song: He is exalted (252ATE) 
 

Address: 

 

Responses: 

I put myself in your hands, Lord. 

I put myself in your hands. 

You have redeemed me, Lord, faithful God. 

I put myself in your hands. 

Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

I put myself in your hands. 

Guard me like your own eye. 

Hide me in the shadow of your wings. 

 

Guide us while we are awake, Lord, and guard us while we are asleep, 

so that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest with him in peace. 

 

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: 

   your Word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation 

   which you have prepared in the sight of every people: 

a light to reveal you to the nations 

   and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Guide us while we are awake, Lord, and guard us while we are asleep,  

so that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest with him in peace. 

 

Be gracious, Lord, this day, 

and keep us free from sin. 

Have mercy on us, Lord; 

have mercy on us. 

Let your goodness and love be with us, 

as we put our hope in you. 

Listen to my prayer, Lord, 

and hear my cry for help. 
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(Silence for personal prayer for ourselves and for others) 

 

Lord, in your mercy. 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Lord God,  

be with us wherever we are at the moment; drive away the devil and remove every trap he sets;  

let your holy angels stay with us and keep where we are in peace;  

and let your blessing be always here; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Prayer for Peace: 

May the Lord give strength to his people. 

May the Lord bless his people with peace. 

 

Lord God, from whom all holy desires, all good purposes, and all right works proceed: Give to your servants that peace 

which the world cannot give. Defend us from the fear of our enemies, and set our hearts to obey your commandments, 

so that we may live on earth in rest and quietness. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Saviour, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

The Blessing: 

Let us praise the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all.     

Amen. 

 

Song:  

 

 


