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Catching up on the past ...
there’s a lot to catch up on!
The Chairman’s Thoughts
And more!

The First Word
Rev’d George Samiec

It’s been a while … too long of course.
I begin with an apology. I’m sorry that news sent in since 2015 hasn’t yet made it to print. I
have tried to rectify this with a retrospective … a walk from mid 2015 ...
While there have been three issues in those years for the Christian Resources Exhibition for
the Lutheran Radio UK stand – mini issues of The British Lutheran – many events and discussions over the past years in the ELCE haven’t made it to these pages. So I apologise to
the writers, reporters, and photographers who sent in material and have waited so long.
Thus the ELCE ‘story’ in print has silences – no reports, no news, no photos – but that doesn’t mean things didn’t happen! Of course there were events, comings and goings, births and
deaths, anniversaries and congregational and synodical happenings nevertheless the retrospective is incomplete – as all history is – but this a little more so. These pages are what was
recorded and filed. This is the history helped with a camera. This issue shares what was
recorded which is less than what is remembered. So we have a glimpse – as I said, a retrospective – of some of what has happened in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of England.
What should the news headlines be? ‘More of the same’ or ‘Resources continue to be
stretched’? How about ‘The ELCE continues to defy the odds’? Maybe ‘The joy of the Lord is
our strength’? I could make a case for all of them! The ELCE continues on very much in the
same ways as in previous years – events and people appear annually and everything gets a
little older. It is also true that people in the ELCE are doing more as there are fewer people
involved in our congregational and synodical life and thus proving by counterpoint the saying
‘many hands make light work’. The ELCE is also facing a restructure for 21st century living in
the United Kingdom – more work! But we’re still here. In fact, going around the ELCE one
can’t but notice the energy and commitment around. Yes, I think we could give lots of examples to show that the joy of the Lord is our strength. When you’ve finished reading, I wonder
what headlines you’d give to this story of the ELCE. (I’d be happy to hear them!)
But enough from me. The pages await and I hope you find fascinating a stroll down memory
lane ... among other things.
And I am sorry it has taken so long to get to that first step.

Front and back covers: By Heather (Tiffany’s Diamonds of Prose and Poetry – Inside Cover Paper)
(CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)
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Devotion
Cyndy Lumley
Resurrection,
Cambridge
“Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but
has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee,
that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men
and be crucified and on the third day rise.” (Luke 24:5b,6)
Each Easter Sunday we celebrate the culmination of Jesus’ life and
ministry – his resurrection from the grave, having defeated the power
of sin, death and the devil (Colossians 2:13-15; 1 Peter 3:18-20).
Like the women who were the first to receive the news of his triumph
over death, we are also encouraged to ‘remember’.
Before Easter there is the season of Lent, a season of preparation
for Holy Week and Easter. We receive ashes on our foreheads as a symbol of repentance and remembrance of Christ's crucifixion. The mark made by the ashes is a powerful reminder that the penalty for
sin is death and by receiving the ashes, we acknowledged that God's judgment against our sin is right
and just. But the ashes were placed on our foreheads in the sign of the cross, just as the sign of the
cross was made on our foreheads at Baptism. Through the cross, Jesus took upon himself the punishment for our sin, in our place. So the cross of ashes not only reminds us that we are sinners but it also
directs us to Jesus Christ as the only way to forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life in heaven. When
we left the Ash Wednesday ‘Imposition of Ashes’ service, the cross was visible on our foreheads as a
mark of one redeemed by Christ the crucified. Then, through washing the dirty ashes off, we were
reminded that God has washed us clean in the water of baptism, when we were united with Christ in
his death and resurrection (Romans 6:3-8).

The gift of salvation and eternal life is truly good news for us every
day and we are called to share the joyous message of Jesus’ death
and resurrection with others. For Christians, attendance at worship
is also a way of remembering God’s gracious gift of forgiveness
and eternal life with him. We celebrate Easter every Sunday as we
hear the Gospel and receive Jesus’ true body and blood in the
Lord’s Supper. We hear Jesus speaking through the Pastor as he pronounces the Absolution and says
the Words of Institution, “Do this in remembrance of me” (1 Corinthians 11:24).
September 2018
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Christ and His cross and resurrection are the focal point of all
Scripture, both Old and New Testaments; the fulfilment of the divine
plan of salvation foretold by the Old Testament prophets as well as
by Jesus himself. Jesus’ resurrection means that we too will be
raised from the dead on the last day (Romans 6:5). It is no wonder,
then, that Easter was the major celebration among early Christians
and is still the highlight of our Church Year. We ‘remember’ Jesus’
resurrection – by placing lilies (a symbol of the Resurrection) in the
church, changing the paraments to white (the colour of holiness,
purity and light), singing Easter hymns and exchanging Easter eggs
(symbols of new life, fertility and rebirth).

Which
Way,
ELCE?
We knew we’d have to discuss this topic one day.
What is the future structure of the ELCE? Are you
talking about ELCE the Church or ELCE the
charity? Both. Hmmm …
At our last synodical convention we formally –
and unanimously – said:
Resolution on ELCE Structure (Submitted by
the Executive Council) presented by D Rosser
Whereas the ELCE has an ecclesial identity as
described in the Bible, the Lutheran Confessions,
the Constitution of the Church and the collective
memory of our history and an organisational
identity as described in the Constitution of the
Church, the Call document, and numerous items
of British legislation (e.g. from HMRC and Charity
Commission);
Whereas the ELCE Trust Ltd exists for the purpose of supporting the ELCE and is itself both a
charity and a limited company;
Whereas the ELCE and the Charity Commission
view the status of the ELCE and congregations
as charities differently but have not pursued the
matter and left things according to the historical
status quo;
And whereas Holy Trinity, since Synod 2015, has
claimed to have registered as an independent
charity;
Be it resolved that as a matter of urgency the
Executive Council facilitate a synod-wide discussion regarding how we wish to function as a
church body with the view of bringing a resolution
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Which
Way,
ELCE?
to the 2018 Synodical Convention regarding our
structure with particular reference to the following
questions:
• Should all ELCE congregations operate under
the ELCE Registered Charity Number?
• Should ELCE congregations be independent
charities and the ELCE effectively be a federa
tion of independent congregations?
• Should the ELCE consider the devolution trajectory within the United Kingdom and include
such thinking in any structural changes in the
ELCE?
• What is the position of the ordained pastors in
all structures considered?
• Is the current constitution of the ELCE fit for
purpose?
If the ELCE becomes 16 separate charities then
we have to learn how to be a charity on a local
level and work out how we are church together.
If the ELCE remains one charity then we will not
be able to function as we have in the past and
will have to be more centralised and we will have
to work out what that means.
To help work through issues and options the
Executive Council has visited each congregation
to discuss the options and receive the congregations’ views. This forms the major part of the work
in formulating a resolution to the 2018 Synodical
Convention.
Please pray, think, research, and talk!
Which way, ELCE?

Photo ‘Which Way’ by Rastoney (CC BY-NC 2.0 –
Edited from original) | Flickr
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Catching up with
the ELCE
Chairman –
Pastor Jon Ehlers
It's been a while since The British Lutheran appeared and an
even longer time since we chatted to ELCE Chairman Pastor Jon
Ehlers. We rectify both with this interview! Thank you, Pastor
Jon, for your time! [This interview was conducted in May 2018.]
How are you?

drain on resources and time.

Terrible!

Secondly, I have the great pleasure of shepherding the ELCE pastors and visiting local congregations to help facilitate communication between
them and the Executive Council. This is the most
enjoyable (for me) aspect of the Chairmanship. It
is always a great joy to get together with our pastors and members to listen to their joys and sorrows, cares and concerns, and, almost always,
have a laugh and eat some good food.

We know your role probably best by its title
'Chairman' and imagine that you chair meetings! The role must be more than that! What
does being the Chairman of the ELCE
involve?
It certainly does involve chairing meetings –
Synod, Executive Council, and Boards and
Committees. Sometimes it does seem like life is
composed of one meeting after another but life
as Chairman, thankfully, does consist in more
than chairing meetings.
It has two aspects. We’ve already touched on the
first – administrative. The ELCE Chairman has
general oversight of our Synod to ensure that we
are abiding by the laws of our land. These
include Immigration, Health and Safety,
employment, Charity Commission, DBS,
Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs, SIS,
BCS, safeguarding, and several others.
These tasks are not glamourous or exciting,
but they must be done. Ensuring that they
are in order has been a huge group effort
over the years and many hours of unnoticed work has been done by a many people who served us and we owe them a
great debt of thanks. This is also one of
the reasons the Executive Council has proposed the employment of an outside company to assist us with this ever expanding
September 2018

I also have the great pleasure of representing the
ELCE in national and international settings. The
ELCE is very active in Churches Together
England, the European Lutheran Conference,
and the International Lutheran Council. It is
always a great encouragement to me that each of
these organisations esteem the ELCE very highly.

With the ELCE Pastors (Barnes Conference at Cambridge, Feburary 2017)
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What do you like about the role?
I love meeting people from so many different
backgrounds and places. The ELCE is composed
of so many people from different cultural and ethnic backgrounds who are joined together by our
risen Saviour, Jesus Christ. It is always a hoot to
speak with our pastors and members about how
God is working in our midst. Although we are
small and problems seem to abound, still we
rejoice that all depends on Jesus Christ, the Lord
of His Church. And it is a real joy to stop and
ponder together all of the wonderful and improbable things God is still doing with us and through
us, His weak and broken people.
I also have enjoyed making so many wonderful
friends in the ILC around the world. The friendship and bond of Christian brotherhood shared
among us has left a lasting impression on me.
Their care and concern for me and the ELCE
leaves me deeply grateful to God for their counsel and friendship.
What is challenging about the role?
In one word: time. There just doesn’t seem to be
enough time (and often energy) to do everything I
would like to do as husband, father, pastor, and
Chairman. It has been a constant source of frustration to me that I’ve not been able to spend as
much time with the pastors and congregations of
the ELCE as I would like. It has been a real challenge to try to balance family, congregation,
ELCE, and ILC. None of these has received the
attention they deserve but I am grateful that each
has been so gracious toward me in my shortcomings and failures.
You are Christ Church's pastor as well as
ELCE Chairman, how do you balance the
competing calls on your time and energy?

my aid on a regular basis.
But I do feel
Christ Church
gets the short
end of the stick
on a regular
basis. Each
week on my ‘to
do list’ at least
two or three people do not get a
visit from me.
That being said,
attending ELCE, CTE, ELC, and ILC events often
helps recharge my batteries and they often provide fresh new insights into the Gospel, which
make for better sermons, Bible Studies, and pastoral counselling. So I hope that Christ Church
also get some fruit from my time away from them.
You see the ELCE from a unique vantage
point. What do you see?
I see a small, struggling church, which doesn’t
understand how deeply respected and loved we
are around the world. Yes, we are small and in
many ways insignificant but we are respected
and deeply revered by much larger church bodies
in the UK and around the world.
We have a wonderful house of theological studies in Westfield House which has helped to produce many scholars and church leaders around
the world. Lutheran Radio UK is unique among
Lutheran Churches and is a regular source of
conversation among other church leaders. Even
in the UK, the ELCE has taken an amazingly
active role. We punch well above our weight and
for this we should regularly give thanks to God.

God has blessed me with a wonderful congregation who have a strong commitment to the ELCE.
They regularly speak words of consolation and
encouragement to me in my callings as pastor
and Chairman. They are often far more gracious
toward me than I deserve.

I suspect my first challenge will be very controversial and may land me in some trouble. But
here goes.

And over the years Pastors Kriger and Jenks
have proven to be a real blessing to me and
Christ Church. Both have selflessly offered their
help and willingness to serve on many occasions
and I am extremely thankful for their coming to

First, I would say Brexit. We have known for
many years that the ELCE would no longer be
able to call a pastor from the USA, Canada,
Brazil, Australia, or other such locations. Instead
we began looking to our European partners for
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If you were to list the top three challenges for
the ELCE, what would they be?
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pastors. But with Brexit, this source of pastors
may also have come to an end. This may present
us with a difficult situation in the future. We also
have many members who worship in our congregations here on European Passports. I hear the
anxiety among them as they worry about what
the future will bring. Immigration legislation has
also made it much more difficult for Westfield
House to get prospective students into the UK to
study. We are already experiencing this as a real
problem.

In fact, I think it is a miracle that we are still here.
But the good news is that we worship a God who
does miracles. A God who can cause the weak
and faint to mount up on wings like eagles.
How do you like this interview so far?
These questions are a lot more difficult than
those asked by the Lutheran Inquisitor!
You have been very involved with Lutheran
Radio UK and particularly with the regular
devotions and your programme 'The Lutheran
Inquisitor'. What do you like about radio?

Second, and not unrelated to the previous paragraph, the ELCE will almost certainly need to
realise that our model of ministry will have to
change. The days of one congregation having a
full time pastor on site will no longer be possible
for many of our congregations. Dual parishes,
part time pastors, and even non-stipendiary pastors will become more the norm. This will mean
becoming more creative with our service times,
mission activities, and expectations.

I’ve always loved radio. As a kid I always had the
radio on. Whether I was listening to music or
baseball, I’ve always loved radio. I think radio
allows your imagination to paint the picture; much
like a novel.

Third involves the area of compliance with UK
legislation, especially in the areas of Health and
Safety, data protection, employment, and being a
charity. Again, that is why we are seeking professional, outside expert guidance in these areas. A
failure to abide by these regulations could have
disastrous consequences for the ELCE.

It is not something I feel particularly comfortable
doing. To conduct a good interview you need to
know well the subject being discussed. I remember we did a few programmes regarding Luther
and his impact on art. I must confess I felt way
out of my depths as what I know about art you
could fit in a thimble. Therefore you try to do a
crash course on the subject and seek advice
from the person being interviewed.

Does the ELCE have a future?
That is a question I not infrequently ask myself.
Humanly speaking, the ELCE could continue to
exist in one form or another for quite some time.
However, I’m not very interested in just existing.
My consolation is that Jesus Christ is Lord of His
Church. The ELCE is not ours; it belongs to
Jesus, and if Jesus wants her to continue, she
will.
I am also consoled by the fact that God almost
always uses the small, weak, insignificant, broken, and foolish to further His kingdom. I think
that sums up the ELCE pretty well.
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Do you like interviewing?

An interview requires research, preparation, and
a list of questions to be asked. But it also
involves the ability to follow the conversation and
go where it leads with the ability to ask questions
that pertain to the subject. Those who are great
interviewers make it look so simple but it is not.
Please tell us more about The Lutheran
Inquisitor.
It is a weekly talk show where I have the great
pleasure of speaking with a theologian about the
Christian faith. I have been astounded that everyone we’ve ever asked to do an interview has
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agreed. Scholars, church leaders, historians,
archaeologists have all happily donated their time
and expertise to us. I find it deeply humbling to
have the privilege of speaking to these people. It
is an amazing honour to be able to ask them
questions about Jesus and sit at their feet and
learn and be edified by them. I have learned a
great deal by being allowed to ask questions to
some of the world’s leading theologians.
We have also covered extremely diverse topics;
everything from Lutheran church bodies around
the world, to archaeology, to human sexuality, to
depression, to Biblical books, to art, literature,
and education. I would encourage everyone to
have a look at the more than 150 programmes
we’ve done. I pray that this is a tool that many
will use to grow and mature in their faith.
This programme, and all of the programmes on
LRUK, are designed to help us foster our faith
throughout the week. From daily services, inspirational music, and confessional teachings, LRUK
is a great way to stay in God’s Word each and
every day.
The ELCE Chairman travels in ecumenical circles in the UK and in the global Lutheran
scene. Let's start with the ecumenical circles
in the UK. What do you do?
I represent the ELCE at the Churches Together
England Enabling Group which meets twice a
year. This is a gathering of ecumenical leaders
from almost 50 different church bodies around
the UK. In March of this year, I was honoured to
give a presentation to this group on the basics of
Lutheran Theology.
I’ve also had the great pleasure of representing
the ELCE for the past three years at an annual
dinner hosted by the Archbishop of Canterbury at
Lambeth Palace. This is an opportunity for about
35 church leaders from around the UK to gather
together and talk about issues facing all of us.
Pastor Samiec has also been very active in the
CTE Faith and Unity Group where he has presented papers and represented the ELCE on an
ecumenical trip to Israel a few years ago. He and
Mrs Doreen Rosser, the ELCE Secretary, have
also attended the CTE Forum which is held every
four years.
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What is the
Christian tapestry in this
land? Is it
growing or
declining?
Interestingly
enough, this is a
major topic for
the CTE
Enabling Group.
A Christian
research organisation called
Theos has published a major
work on this topic.
Yes, the number of those claiming membership in
a denomination has steadily declined over the
past 20 years. However, those claiming to be
Christians have remained roughly the same.
While church attendance also seems to have
declined, although this statistic is extremely hard
to demonstrate, the charitable work done by local
congregations has seen a marked improvement.
Churches are providing more nurseries, shelters,
food banks, counselling facilities, etc. than ever
before. If anyone wants a snapshot of Christianity
in Britain today the Theos report ‘That they all
may be one: Insights into Churches Together in
England and contemporary ecumenism’ is worth
a read.
It is also interesting to hear how the Anglicans,
Methodist, and URC are also struggling with
many of the same issues as the ELCE, especially
regarding their shortage of pastors. It is strangely
comforting to realise we are not the only church
body facing serious issues.
With so many church bodies and parachurch
groups here – and with Lutherans of all
'brands' so small – might it not be better for
everyone to become Church of England and
pool our resources?
Indeed this is an option and I fear some Lutheran
church bodies in the UK may opt for just this
model. However, I think that would be a mistake.
This was brought home to me very clearly at the
recent CTE Enabling Group meeting where I
gave a presentation on Lutheran Theology.
The British Lutheran Vol. 60 No. 2

In October 2016 a pan-Lutheran Get-Together was held in London (following a chance meeting at the CTE Forum of the ELCE, Lutheran Church in Great Britain, the
Council of Lutheran Churches, and the Synod of German-Speaking Lutheran, Reformed and United Congregations in Great Britain) to get to know each other and to
find out what we were doing in 2017.

I spoke of the four solas – onlys – of the
Lutheran tradition; only Jesus, only Scripture,
only grace, and only through faith. I was amazed
that some present at this meeting denied the
teaching that we are saved by God’s grace alone
in Jesus Christ. They wanted to add something;
our obedience to God’s will and Law, or love of
neighbour, or holiness, or inclusiveness. The central doctrine of salvation by grace alone in Jesus
Christ is not held to be central others in
Christendom and we dare not surrender or abandon this, for if we do we abandon Christ.
Instead of closing our doors, we should continue
to proclaim the Gospel message clearly, winsomely, and humbly. We should continue to do
this in our homes, churches, work places, and
ecumenical settings. Even though we are small,
we have the only message of salvation for a
dying world.
2017 has come and gone. How did you see
this 500th commemoration of the 95 Theses
happening around the UK?
The response around CTE was mixed. Many
churches do not see any need to celebrate the
Reformation. Other churches see Luther as the
one who split the Church and caused great diviSeptember 2018

sions in Christendom. Many are confused as
what to do. They hold Luther in high regard but
deplore denominational divisions.
But as we have seen by newspaper articles, special press releases by the Archbishops of
Canterbury and York, many special events, and
quite a number of books published, Britain couldn’t ignore the 500th anniversary of the posting of
the 95 Theses. The Anglicans and Roman
Catholics held special events to commemorate
(not necessarily celebrate) the Lutheran
Reformation. And then, of course, there was the
special service at Westminster Abbey which while
it had an emphasis on the Joint Declaration on
the Doctrine of Justification (between the
Lutheran World Federation and the Pontifical
Council for Christianity Unity) and which is an
ongoing discussion point still today did give a
good opportunity for people to know that there
are Lutherans here.
What happened in the ELCE for this 500th?
The ELCE’s celebrations included three Luther
Reading Roadshows held in Coventry, Cardiff,
and Ruilsip. These Roadshows were designed to
get us reading Luther and to dig into the text and
wrestle with what he says. The response to these
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events was very positive!
Westfield House hosted a very special Pastors’
Study Week and Symposium 16th-18th May. Dr
Robert Kolb and Dr Robert Rosin led our morning
sessions as we read Luther together. In the afternoon, several world renown scholars gave presentations on Luther and his theology. We had
guests from as far away as Hong Kong and
Guatemala attending.
At the beginning of August, the ELCE hosted the
International Lutheran Parish Nurses Study
Conference in Cambridge. Participants from
around the globe came together to worship, pray,
explore, and discuss the challenges and joys of
being a Lutheran nurse. It was a delight to host
them.
The ELCE has also produced an ESV
Reformation Bible. This edition of the Bible
includes the ELCE’s own translation of Luther’s
Small Catechism and the Augsburg Confession.
This is a wonderful way of introducing our friends
to God’s Word and the basic documents found in
the Lutheran Confessions. We will be able to use
this Bible for years to come. We have also set
up a website where our translation of the Small
Catechism can be downloaded and used for free.
What a wonderful gift the ELCE has provided to
the Church!
The ELCE congregations were encouraged to
focus on the Book of Romans and to read
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through and study
the Large
Catechism.
This year – we
didn’t make it in
2017 – we also
published a book
by Dr Roy Long on
early Lutheran
martyrs in the UK.
Back in 1517 it
was only a matter
of weeks when
Luther’s 95
Theses reached
British soil and its
influence was
being felt in Cambridge. Dr Long explores some
little know stories of Lutheran British martyrs. His
book is entitled ‘Saints, Sinners and Martyrs:
Lutherans and Lutheranism in the Early 16th
Century Reformations in Britain’. And yes, that is
the title. It is well worth a read!
Lutheran Radio UK had a booth at the Christian
Resources Exhibition at Sandown Race Track
17th – 19th October. This has proven to be a valuable chance to not only inform people about
LRUK but also the ELCE. Dr Robert Rosin gave
a presentation at the CRE on Luther and why we
should be interested about him and the Lutheran
Reformation.

The British Lutheran Vol. 60 No. 2

On 27th October,
Luther Tyndale
held its annual
Reformation
Event. This year it
will also include
the dramatic presentation of A
Monk’s Tale. This
wonderful service
and production will
be a good way to
celebrate together
our common heritage.
On 8th November, I
had the great honour of participating in a roundtable discussion on
the ‘history and future of ecumenism’. This was
held at Fisher House in Cambridge and participants included former Archbishop of Canterbury
Rowan Williams and Roman Catholic Archbishop
of Birmingham Bernard Longley. I’m still scratching my head as to how I got invited to participate
in a roundtable discussion with such high calibre
churchmen.
On 29th November, Westfield House hosted a
special conference with the Wolfe Institute in
Cambridge on the topic of Luther and the Jews.
This provocative conference helped participants
work through issues that impact us today and it
provided another opportunity to Westfield House
to raise its profile.

there? I understand they met in Geneva last
year.
A delegation from the International Lutheran
Council (ILC) held its annual meeting with representatives of the Lutheran World Federation
(LWF). For the last six years representatives of
the ILC and LWF (the world’s two largest international Lutheran confessions) have met together to
discuss what each has been up to. It is also a
chance for both to bring up issues, concerns, or
complaints they may have about the other organisation. It has also provided a forum for the two
bodies to work together constructively to bring
solutions to troubling issues that might affect
churches belonging to both organisations.
The last meeting also featured a first – theological presentations on how to interpret the
Scriptures. It was felt this was a very worthwhile
exercise, and it will be incorporated into future
meetings.
Back here in the ELCE, what are the next few
things on the Chairman's agenda?
Over the next few months, members of the
Executive Council will be visiting ELCE congregations to gather their thoughts and ideas about the
future of our synod. While this will be quite time
consuming, it will also be a wonderful opportunity
for members to help us shape an efficient and
effective ELCE as we move together into the
future.
At the end of May and beginning of June, the

Local congregations held special events
ranging from musical and dramatic performances, to Open Church days, to
special services, and also special entertainment evenings.
Speaking of the 500th ... let's turn to
the global Lutheran scene ... how
would you describe global
Lutheranism?
To be honest, other than the SELK, I’m
not sure of what is happening.
There are two global Lutheran groups
– the International Lutheran Council
(ILC) and the Lutheran World
Federation (LWF). What is happening

September 2018

Representatives of the ILC and the LWF meet in Geneva
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size – thanks
be to God. It
has been my
privilege to
serve as the
European
Representative
on the ILC’s
Executive
Council for the
past six years.
Then it is
Synod.
Thanks very
much for your
time and for
all you do for
the ELCE! Any
last words?
I would like to
thank everyone
for their
prayers. You
When in Geneva ... the ILC representatives visiting ... among other places the grave of John Calvin
will never know
ELCE is playing host for the European Lutheran
how much your prayers for me, my family, and
Conference. Church leaders and lay delegates
the ELCE mean to me. I am so grateful to our
from around Europe will gather at High Leigh
God for them.
Conference Centre to discuss the theme of Good
News in a Fake News World. I will be giving one
of the three keynote papers on Why do you get
out of bed in the morning. This will help us think
about ways of getting our friends and neighbours
to think about the important questions we all face
in life.
On 1st July I will have the great honour of representing the ELCE in Accra, Ghana at the installation of their newly elected Bishop, John Donkoh.
John was a student at Westfield House for 3
years and we are deeply honoured to see another alumni of Westfield House being used by our
Lord to serve His Church in such marvellous
ways.
In September I will also have the great joy of representing the ELCE at the International Lutheran
Council’s World Conference in Antwerp, Belgium.
This will be a gathering of Confessional Lutheran
Churches from around the world who will be
examining the topic of The Church. At this year’s
conference we will be welcoming over 10 new
churches into the ILC, more than doubling our
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Safeguarding in the ELCE
All congregations and institutions and
church activities operate in conformity with
the ELCE Safeguarding Policy. Copies of
this policy are available from the ELCE
Central Office, 28 Huntingdon Road,
Cambridge CB3 0HH or online –
www.lutheran.co.uk.
The British Lutheran Vol. 60 No. 2

Work is proceeding in the United States to establish
‘Friends of Lutheran Radio UK’.
We produced the programme ‘In Crisis and with Christ’
with Svenja Dollar who offers encouraging Christian
thoughts that help restore a sense of order to people who suffer from mental health problems.

Pastor Jaime Kriger, Lutheran UK Manager

LRUK News
Roundup
The LRUK stand at the 2017 Christian Resources Exhibition certainly received more interest
this year due in part to the general interest in Lutherans and the Lutheran Reformation. Dr Bob
Rosin’s seminar at the CRE was very well received and many people came to the LRUK stand
to talk about it.
Dr Robert Rosin’s presentation was entitled ‘The basics of Martin Luther’s Reformation’ and 5
things people took away from it were:
1. Martin Luther’s Reformation was first and fundamentally personal and pastoral
2. Luther’s Reformation leaned heavily on educational change with long roots
3. Despite massive upheaval, Luther’s intent was conservative and professional
4. Luther’s movement communicated using the latest/best resources of the era
5. Despite the 500-year gap, the core remains valid, now in a contemporary context
Please remember Lutheran Radio UK in your prayers – and listen in – after all, it’s all about
Christ to all God’s people!

September 2018

13

Article 8: Robert Barnes, a
Lutheran martyr in Tudor England
Introduction
In September of 2009, a group of international
scholars specialising in Reformation studies
assembled in Berlin for a conference to celebrate
the so-called ‘Elizabethan Settlement’, i.e. the
process by which Queen Elizabeth I and her ministers hoped to introduce stability into the religious affairs of England, after all the stopping and
starting of the previous four decades. One of the
speakers was Dr Alec Ryrie, and the title of his
talk was The Afterlife of Lutheran England, in
which he developed the theme of an earlier article, The Strange death of Lutheran England (published in 2002 in The Journal of Ecclesiastical
History, Vol.53). These papers make interesting
reading and the general idea seems to be that
England stood a reasonable chance of becoming
a Lutheran country in the late 1530s, had the
fierce mutual dislike of Henry VIII and Martin
Luther not got in the way. True or not, one man
who played a key part in these developments
was the former Augustinian friar, Robert Barnes
(1495-1540), who has recently been the subject
of a scholarly book by the Lutheran theologian,
Korey D Maas, and who can truly be called an
English Lutheran theologian.

ideas. However, a fiery sermon in St Edward’s
church on Christmas Eve, though not in itself
heretical, was very contentious and brought down
on his head the wrath of the university authorities. They tried to deal with this internally but
ended up sending Barnes to London, where he
was interrogated by Cardinal Thomas Wolsey.
Threatened with being burned as a heretic,
Barnes recanted and did public penance at St
Paul’s Cathedral on 11th February 1526, along
with several merchants from the Hanseatic
‘Steelyard’, who had been found guilty of importing Lutheran books from Germany.

From Bishop’s Lynn to Royal Chaplain
Born in Bishop’s (now “King’s”) Lynn in 1495,
Robert Barnes was educated at the Augustinian
Priory in Cambridge, became a friar there, was
discovered to have considerable academic ability,
and was sent to study in the university in
Louvain, where he may have met Erasmus of
Rotterdam. He returned to the convent in
Cambridge, was made its Prior, and was given a
doctorate in Divinity by the university. He seems
to have been one of the group of scholars who
met at the White Horse Inn, and used the freedom that being Prior gave him to preach reformist
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"[Dr. Robert] Barnes and his Fellow-Prisoners Seeking Forgiveness", from an 1887
copy of Foxe's Book of Martyrs illustrated by Kronheim. Public Domain.
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Church of St Edward, Cambridge
Dr Robert Barnes
Tower of London
Line art supplied by The Late Rev. Bruce Adams in his articles on Robert Barnes printed in The British Lutheran Vol. 51, No 1,2,3, 2008.

Barnes was put under a sort of ‘house arrest’ at
the Augustinian Priory in London but became
involved in illicit reforming activities, particularly
by importing and distributing copies of William
Tyndale’s New Testament. Brought to the attention of the Cardinal once again, he was temporarily imprisoned in Northampton but managed to
escape, heading first to Antwerp, and then on to
Wittenberg, where he enrolled as a student under
the name of “Antonius Anglus”. He lived in the
home of Johannes Bugenhagen, visited Luther
several times, and struck up a friendship with
Philipp Melanchthon. He became a convinced
Lutheran, and, over the next few years, wrote
several books on theological themes. He produced a systematic theology in 1530, and a
Supplication to King Henry the Eighth in 1531.
By this time, things had changed in England.
Cardinal Wolsey was dead and had been
replaced as Chancellor by Sir Thomas More and
even though More was strongly opposed to it,
Henry VIII was determined to get his marriage to
Queen Catherin annulled. Parliament was beginning to pass legislation which would ultimately
sever the English Church from Rome. Barnes
briefly returned to England, and, with the help of
the rising star, Thomas Cromwell, had an interview with the king, who seems to have viewed
him favourably. However, being well aware that
Thomas More represented a series threat to him,
Barnes decided to return to Germany, and opted
to live for a while in Hamburg, where he revised
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some of his early writings and wrote more.
Eventually, he returned to Wittenberg, where he
published an historical work, The Lives of the
Roman Popes.
The English authorities recognised that Barnes,
who clearly enjoyed good relations with European
Protestant leaders, could be a useful tool in
establishing links between England and
Germany, and in August 1534 he was invited
back to London, where the once-heretic was
appointed to be a royal chaplain. Between 1535
and 1538, he and Thomas Cromwell worked hard
to create opportunities for discussion which might
lead to an Anglo-Lutheran alliance. One important
spin-off from these discussions was the first official statement of faith of the English Reformation,
the Ten Articles of 1536, which are the most
evangelical confession of Henry VIII’s reign, and
which represent the high-water mark of Lutheran
influence. The Articles were deliberately formulated so as to be as conciliatory as possible to the
Lutherans of Germany but they are actually a
mixture of the old and the new, and they lack the
sort of clarity that Lutherans would have valued.
One blot on Barnes’ character was his involvement in the trial and death of John Lambert, a
former Fellow of Queen’s College, Cambridge,
who had adopted ‘Sacramentarian’ ideas about
the Lord’s Supper, i.e. denying that Christ was
truly present in the bread and wine. He was
arrested and tried before the king himself, found
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guilty of heresy, and
burned at Smithfield on
22nd November 1538.
Martyrdom at
Smithfield, 1540
Robert Barnes had prospered because he was a
protégé of Thomas
Cromwell, who, since
1536, had been Lord
Chancellor but Cromwell
fell from power in the
summer of 1540, and
with him fell Barnes.
Cromwell had wanted
Henry VIII to marry
Death of Barnes, Jerome, and Garret – www.exclassics.com/foxe/foxe197.htm Public Domain
Anne, daughter of the
reform-minded duke of
Cleves, but she proved so unattractive to Henry that she was quickly
divorced and metamorphosed into “the King’s sister”. This gave the traditionalist Catholics the chance they needed and they manipulated the king into
disowning Cromwell, who was arrested, summarily tried, and beheaded on
28th July. Two days later, Barnes, together with two other reformists and
three traditionalist Catholics, were put to death at Smithfield (martyrdoms in
Henry’s reign were truly ecumenical!). When he heard of Barnes’ burning,
Martin Luther praised him as “… our good pious table companion and guest
of our home, [now] so graciously called upon by God to shed his blood for
His dear Son’s sake …”.
Barnes was evangelical, impetuous, outspoken, and frequently courted disaster; above all, he discovered the biblical truth that it is dangerous to put
one’s trust in princes.
NOTE: There is a recent, and very good, study of Robert Barnes and his theology: Korey
D. Maas: The Reformation and Robert Barnes: History, Theology, and Polemic in Early
Modern England, Woodbridge, The Boydell Press, 2010, ISBN: 978-1-84383-534-9.)

Can’t wait to read the rest of this series?
Then get a copy of Roy Long’s ‘Staints,
Sinners and Martyrs’.

Supporting The British Lutheran
The British Lutheran is supported by congregational levies, ELCE funds, and donations. We are not able to operate a subscription service.
We are able to receive donations on-line at
www.lutheran.co.uk/support.htm. Cheques
need to be in Sterling and made payable to
the ELCE.

Favourite Bookmarks
www.lutheran.co.uk
www.lutheranradio.co.uk
www.westfieldhouse.org.uk

Thanks for any help you can give to help
us produce The British Lutheran.
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ELCE Retreats
There is a ‘theme’, a vibe, a consistency in April in the ELCE when it comes to the ELCE Retreat.
Friendship. Fellowship. Quiet. Worship. Study. Reflection. A good time. Yet it is also almost like a
secret. Those who know about it – don’t keep the news to themselves – they want others to participate as well. But many in the ELCE seem not to be aware that each year the Retreat happens.

2015
Manfred Schütze, Magdeburg, Germany
On the first long weekend in May, members of
the ELCE from all over Britain met for this year’s
Retreat, convened by the ELCE’s Congregational
Life Committee. As in the years before, this
weekend provided a good opportunity to rest,
reflect, and enjoy the fellowship of fellow
Christians.
We gathered in Launde Abbey, situated in rural
Leicestershire. Our retreat began with an introduction to this year’s theme, ‘Lord, teach us to
pray’ and evening worship. Saturday, after a nice
full English breakfast, saw morning sessions of
Bible Study and group discussions. These were
led by Pastors Boris Gunjević and Jaime Kriger.
In three sessions, we learnt and discussed how
September 2018

we are invited to pray to God, the Almighty; how
prayer connects us with fellow Christians all
around the globe; and how prayer also means
listening and waiting for God.
Saturday afternoon provided ample free time –
some of us took the opportunity to discover the
home of Stilton Cheese in Molton Mowbray, others paid a tribute to the tomb of Richard II in
Leicester, whilst others enjoyed the quiet, rural
setting of Launde Abbey by walking in its surroundings with plentiful sheep. Sheep waiting
confidently for the care of their shepherd could
give us a lesson on how we, as the flock of God,
are constantly accompanied by our Good
Shepherd. Each day is about trusting him that he
will lead us through this life.
On Saturday night, we enjoyed the traditional
Quiz Night – three groups, challenged by rather
tough questions, mainly on British life and history,
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aimed to win
the prize –
but, above
all, enjoyed
the fellowship and the
fun of it (plus
sampling
also a glass
of wine … or
two). It also
was great to
enjoy the
company of
old and new
friends
(Gordon,
nice to see
you again
after so
many
years!).
On Sunday we worshipped in the Abbey’s old chapel. Receiving Holy Communion whilst being
addressed by my name was a deep experience for me. As per ‘Retreat tradition’ the service concluded
with the hymn ‘Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer’, praying for his guidance every day. It was great to
have had this opportunity to escape for a weekend from the daily routines and to enjoy God’s Word
and the company of fellow Christians. It would be great if, at future Retreats, even more members
(and friends) and congregations of the ELCE could participate.

2016
Trevor and Susan Sampson, Christ Church
We decided to attend the Retreat for the first time
this year, after a few members of our congregation , who had been previously , told us how
enjoyable it was. They said the surroundings were
very tranquil and the Abbey itself interesting.
We settled into our comfortable bedrooms in the
Stable Block and just before 7pm walked to the
main building to meet the rest of our group and
enjoy a very nice dinner. Some of our group gathered for a social evening and the rest went to bed.
Saturday morning after breakfast we gathered together and were divided into three groups for Bible
Study . This was very interesting and thought – provoking . After an hour or so we rejoined the other
groups and Doreen wrote our summaries down on a white board. These were read out, recorded and
discussed.
During the afternoon, after lunch, we were free to either rest, do craft work, or go for a walk in the
grounds (good for taking photographs).
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After dinner we all gathered in a social area in
the stable block for a quiz night arranged by
Geoff Gowers. With snacks and drink in good
supply we had an enjoyable evening‘s entertainment – thank you, Geoff, for arranging this.
On Sunday morning after breakfast we had a
service with Holy Communion in the Chapel – a
very beautiful place – led by Pastor Gordon
Naumann with a sermon by Pastor Boris
Gunjević. We also looked at some of the other
rooms in the Abbey. They had oak floors and
wall panellings which made the rooms serene
and hushed.
After lunch we said our goodbyes and wished
everyone a safe journey home .
Susan reflected, “I personally found the weekend calming, as we were taken away from daily routines
and TV and newspapers. I particularly enjoyed meeting old and new friends in a companionable setting. I hope, God willing, we can go again next year.”
Trevor reflected, “If anyone wanted to go on a weekend retreat I would recommend Launde Abbey for
the hospitality and surroundings. You certainly felt close to God.”

2017
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2018
David Lusby, Our Saviour
This year our annual visit to Leicestershire attracted a good number of ELCE members from several
congregations to reflect under the theme of “Reformation: 500 years and counting. Where do we go
from here?”. This was led by Pastor Jamie Kriger with the help of three of the students from Westfield
House – Christian Dollar, David Keating, and Brock Schmeling – who added much to our group studies.
It will be no surprise to learn that the three texts that we studied were stimulating and within each of
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the study groups provided much discussion. It
was obvious from the reports back to each of the
other groups that whilst some points were common there were a significant number of different
threads that were followed by each particular
group. Surely this was a fascinating illustration
how interconnected is the Bible as behind each
of the individual stories in the Bible there we so
much interlinking them should you care to look
only slightly below the surface.
The opening session dealt with the story of Jonah
and how he turned his back on the wishes of Our
Lord, only to be convinced that he should do
what was required of him having being given a
second chance. The second session dealt with
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John 6:52-69 where we looked at the detail of
how the Jews would consider references to
Christians “eating the flesh and drinking the blood
of Christ” and how Peter confessed Jesus. The
session on Sunday morning concentrated on Act
9:1-20 and Paul’s conversion, the detail of how
he, too, was given a second chance.
As usual the facilities and the meals were top
class and our thanks to all the staff who made us
so welcome. Geoff Gowers provided the usual
quiz and party games for our social on Saturday
evening where we all learnt a few obscure facts!
Having the opportunity to study together for spiritual refreshment, obtain physical refreshment in
the glorious food and mental refreshment by
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investigating the local area or just
walking in the grounds of the old
Abbey blew away the winter and
gave us strength for the summer and
the glorious light that is provided by
Our Lord.

Retreat Themes
2015 – Lord, teach us to pray
2016 – Living with God
2017 – Reformation – In Christ alone
2018 – 500 years and counting

ELCE Retreat 2019
Launde Abbey
th
5 - 7 th April 2019
Mark it in your diary now!
The

Westfield
House
Cambridge
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
and House of Theological Studies

www.westfieldhouse.org.uk
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Ah ...
memories
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MAY 2015

Fairwater Spring Festival
Reetta Ketonen spent the summer in 2015 in Wales with the
Naumann Family
It is my pleasure to tell you what happened at St David’s church
green one beautiful Spring day.
In the morning, a young pastor starts carrying tables and leaflets
from the parsonage. He puts up tents with his little helpers and prepares a table full of information about his church and its events.
Meanwhile, another pastor and some women start gathering on the
other side of the church garden putting up their
tent and tables. Soon, the whole garden is full
of excited people preparing their corners ready
to receive their guests.
What is all this fuss about? Well, the Fairwater
Spring Festival is about to begin! It is an annual
event that aims to collect the community together to take part in fun activities in a cheerful
atmosphere and to receive information about
the various churches and their events in
Fairwater (a neighbourhood in Cardiff).
Fairwater has a good number of churches that
have decided to combine their forces and draw
people to the gospel together.
This year the festival was held at St
David’s Lutheran Church that is right
in the middle of Fairwater. So, people
going to shops or to a bus stop could
not help noticing the joyous gathering
and joined in. There was a lot to do
and to see. Different churches contributed with different activities: there
was flower binding, music and instruments, an art exhibition, free titbits
and face painting and games for the
children. Even the local greengrocer
came to share his colourful fruits and
vegetables! St David’s church’s stand
shared information about Sunday
School and Lutheran Radio UK.
There was also a stand with a big Churches Together banner on it that included flyers from all the
churches that were involved. The highlight of the day was a performance by a local Celtic folk dance
group which also invited the audience to join in the dance in the end.
We were blessed with good weather and lots of happy locals from every age group who seemed to
enjoy the day. We pray that events like these evoke positive reactions in people and draw them to the
good news of the Cross.
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International Conference on
Confessional Lutheran Leadership
ELCE Chairman Pastor Jon Ehlers
From 3rd to 8th May, it was my privilege to join
with over 150 Lutheran church leaders from 41
different countries representing 23 million
Lutherans worldwide. We met in Wittenberg at
the International Conference on Confessional
Lutheran Leadership. Dr Cyndy Lumley,
Principal of Westfield House, also attended from
the ELCE.
One of the highlights of this gathering was a
special service of thanksgiving in St Mary’s
church, followed by the dedication of the newlyrestored Old Latin school, just a stone’s throw
away from the church. This newly-refurbished
complex has a beautiful chapel, complete with
baptismal font, with continually running water,
conference rooms, and accommodation facilities
for over 20 people. Delegates at this conference
also had the opportunity to visit Eisleben, the
site of Luther’s birth and death, and Torgau, the
site where Katie Luther is buried.
The theme for our conference was “Remember,
Repent and Rejoice”. One day of lectures was
given to remembering the strong Scriptural and
confessional heritage of our Lutheran churches.
Eisleben
On the second day, we were called to repent of
our sins and seek God’s forgiveness, both as
individuals and as church bodies. On the concluding day, we rejoiced that God continues to cause His
September 2018
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SELK Bishop
Hans-Jörg Voigt

Wittenberg

Word to grow, as we heard how churches in
Africa and South America are experiencing
tremendous growth. “This conference is a huge
sign of the catholicity of the Lutheran church”,
said SELK Bishop Hans-Jörg Voigt, who also is
the ILC’s Chairman. “A central theme of this conference is that we confessional Lutherans
remember, repent and celebrate the Reformation,
and I’m very thankful to be a part of that.”

house and the Old Latin School was extremely
enjoyable. But even more enjoyable and profitable was the opportunity to meet old friends,
make new friends and explore how the ELCE can
take an even more active role within world
Lutheranism. The worship services at St Mary’s
were also a highlight, as we gathered to praise
God, hear His Word, and sing His praise in the
building where Luther preached God’s Word so
powerfully and so often.

This was my first time in Wittenberg and visiting
St Mary’s church, Melanchthon’s house, Luther’s

St Mary’s
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JUNE 2015

The Worship Committee Conference

The ELCE’s Worship
Committee held a Conference
at St Andrew’s. Pastor Tapani
Simojoki (Worship Cte
Chairman) writes: It was great
to see a good turnout for a very
successful worship conference.
The Rev. Dr Didzis Stilve from
St Paul’s and St Andrew’s treated us to a very stimulating discussion of the relationship
between the church’s worship
and evangelism. He focused
our minds on worship as the
heart of the church’s life – the
place where we come to be in
God’s presence. Therefore, the
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purpose of mission is to bring
people into this life-giving presence.
Mrs Marta Naumann from St
David’s took as her topic children in the liturgy. Through a
winning combination of experience (sweet as well as bitter!)
and profound reflection on the
nature of Christian worship, she
encouraged us to make the
best use of the liturgy of the
church as the number one tool
in the nurturing of children in
the church – both our own and
other people’s children.

In the afternoon, the Committee
on Worship shared some of the
liturgical materials they have
been preparing for the ELCE.
Those in attendance were invited to give feedback – which
they did!
And, of course, we didn’t just
talk about worship, but the day
began and ended in worship.
All in all, a stimulating and fruitful day. A special thanks is due
to the Ladies’ Guild at St
Andrew’s for providing delicious
refreshments throughout the
day!
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Winger writes …
Former Westfield House Tutor Dr Tom Winger’s commentary on Ephesians
was released in June.
At the book’s launch Dr Winger commented, “Remarkably, there has not
been a major commentary on Ephesians in the past few generations that
both accepts Pauline authorship and believes it was written to the church
at Ephesus. So, firstly, by reading the letter against what we know about
the Ephesian church and Paul’s ministry from Acts 18-21, I hope to offer a
distinctive insight into its purpose. Secondly, I try to connect he letter’s
contents to the sacramental and liturgical life of the church as much as
possible. I hope this makes my commentary useful for the preacher.”

JULY 2015

St Peter, Plymouth
celebrated its 50th anniversary
It was a joyous occasion!

28

The British Lutheran Vol. 60 No. 2

September 2018

29

SEPTEMBER 2015

25th International Lutheran Council
World Conference

Those attending the conference

ELCE Chairman Pastor Jon Ehlers attended the
ILC World Conference in Argentina. He writes: It
was my great pleasure to represent the ELCE at
the 25th International Lutheran Council World
Conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina. The
papers and sermons dealt with the Augsburg
Confession, articles 4-10, and were scholarly,
practical and inspiring. But as always, the greatest joy was being surrounded by Lutheran bishops and presidents from around the world during
a time of worship, prayer and study. The
Evangelical Lutheran Church of England is held
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The ILC Executive (J Ehlers is the European Rep)

in high esteem and regarded very fondly by our
sister churches and it is always a joy to hear
them speak so positively about how we continue
to impact the world with the gospel message of
Jesus Christ, especially through our expertise
and theological education and internet radio
evangelism. Please pray for our brothers and sisters around the world, who are diligently working
to share the love of Christ where God has placed
them. Our ties with the ILC are to be celebrated
and we thank God for the opportunities that these
ties bring us.

The UK v Denmark
It was a tie!
The British Lutheran Vol. 60 No. 2

Installation at Resurrection, Cambridge
Pastor Jaime Kriger was installed at Resurrection Cambridge (half time). He continues his work as
Manager of Lutheran Radio UK (half time). The LRUK studio was transferred to Cambridge where it is
located in the refurbished Resurrection vestry.

Pastor Jaime Kriger with Pastor Oliver Fischer of the
German Lutheran Church in Cambridge
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And good news for St Timothy,
as the congregation finally returned to their church building after the arson attack in January
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OCTOBER 2015

The 61st ELCE SYNOD
Living with God – the School of Meditation:
“I will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your ways” (Psalm 119:15)
2nd, 3rd October 2015 – Good Shepherd, Coventry
The ELCE came to the Midlands – specifically to
Good Shepherd, Coventry – for its 61st synodical
convention and budget conference. For those
visiting for the first time or returning after a long
time, what they found was no church (now
demolished) but a refurbished hall (worship
space and kitchen) and a lovely marquee where
the church used to be. Yes, the tabernacle imagine wasn’t lost on folk; neither was the fantastic
food and wonderful hospitality of the Good
Shepherd congregation. And as God blessed us
with his presence through Word and Sacraments
and fine weather and Christian fellowship, everyone who attended was uplifted by the worship,
the teaching, the hospitality, and even the business sessions. This was a good synodical convention and budget conference!
Bishop Roland Gustafsson (Swedish Mission Province)

The Rev. Pekka Hypponen
(Finnish Mission Diocese)

The convention welcomed international guests –
Bishop Roland Gustafsson (Swedish Mission
Province) and Rev. Pekka Hypponen (Finnish
Mission Diocese) who spoke about the current
situations in their countries and with their respective state churches. Dr Tomas Bokedal (currently
at the University of Aberdeen) and with links with
the Swedish Mission Province also attended the
synod. Greetings and news were received from
Lutheran churches in Australia, Canada, Brazil,
South Africa and ELCE Chairman Rev. Jon
Ehlers also gave news from his international links
particularly from the International Lutheran
Council World Conference in Buenos Aires from
which he returned a few days earlier. Also at the
opening service, the Bishop of Warwick, the
Right Rev. John Stroyan, and the MP for
Coventry North West, Mr Geoffrey Robinson
spoke to the ELCE. A ‘son of the ELCE’ Pastor
Daniel Brammeier was also a welcomed guest
and participant at the convention.

Pastor Daniel Brammeier

This year’s synodical theme focused on
Meditation as the second of three reflections on
living with God. Following Luther’s approach of
Oratio – Meditatio – Tentatio (Prayer – Meditation
– Temptation or Trial) the Rev. Dr Didzis Stilve
looked at Luther’s understanding of meditation
and its difference to contemplation. God deals
with his people through external means rather
than us looking or searching inside ourselves for
him. Meditation thus involves working with –
September 2018
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reading, hearing, studying,
reflecting – God’s Word
(and not neglecting to actually read and pray aloud so
your own ears can hear the
words) for it is God who
interprets us when we read his Word!
Synodical reports and business matters remain a
large portion of synod and this year was no
exception. Reports from the Executive Council,
Westfield House, the Congregational Life
Committee, the Worship Committee, the Board
for Youth, Lutheran Radio UK, the Nominations
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Committee, the Salary Review Committee, the
Board for Overseas Mission, the Commission on
Theology and Social Concerns and The British
Lutheran revealed that a lot is happening in the
ELCE! The synod sang both ‘Now thank we all
our God’ in thanks for our international church
relations and ‘For all the saints’ at the In
Memoriam where, this year, the list of names who
had died in the Faith was certainly the largest
The British Lutheran Vol. 60 No. 2

since the In Memoriam began
at synod. In all things God is
good to us.
Delegates considered Holy
Trinity’s resolution regarding the
Commission on Theology and
Social Concerns’ progress on
the report on Freemasonry and
after considerable discussion
their resolution that the CTSC
consider involving others in this
project was adopted. The congregational reports in the last
business session are always a
highlight of synod and this year
as no exception! (You just
never know what news is
shared!) Across the tapestry
that is the ELCE we have congregations in many situations –
solid, precarious, vacant, with
part-time pastors, with many
musicians, with no musicians,
with leaking roofs, nice and
clean (caused sadly by a fire),
in need of repairs, not in need
of repairs – but all congregations resonated with hope and
optimism that God is with his
people and is helping us to be
faithful and creative in following
Jesus while still walking together as synod – perhaps humming quietly “We are the ELCE
and the ELCE is us”.
Delegates adopted the ELCE
Safeguarding Policy, the terms

and conditions for clergy
as contained in the latest
document (dated 17 Sept
2015), and the Code of
Ethics and Pastoral
Practice in the ELCE.
Jacob, Cavenagh and
Skeet were reappointed
as auditors. ELCE
Treasurer Mrs
Rosemary
Gowers presented her second
report to synod.
Her message
continued a call
for the Church to
look at her
finances and to
realise that once
the ‘family silver’
is sold, it is gone.
There were many
questions about
budget and financial communication and the pension deficit
buy-out and the Executive
Council noted these matters. In
a number of areas the ELCE is
looking financially more stable
and it is certainly hoped for and
prayed about that this trend
continues. Synod was very
appreciative for all the extra
work undertaken in the preparation of the accounts which saw
a very smooth and less expensive audit this year! Thank you,
Rosemary!

A significant moment quietly
happened. Among the elections, ELCE Chairman Rev. Jon
Ehlers was re-elected unopposed for a further three year
term (2016-2019). Chairman
Jon gave his perspective on
matters throughout the synod
and particularly in his report. It
was evident throughout the two
days of convention that he is
held in high regard and the
ELCE is grateful for his sterling
and faithful service to us.

Another Reformation Evening
at Luther-Tyndale
Now a regular feature in the
ELCE calendar … the
Reformation Evening at LutherTyndale was held on the last
Friday of October. The Rev. Dr
Boris Gunjević brought props to
the evening – a candle in a broken jar and the wheel of a bike!
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Entitled ’95 Antitheses’ Dr Gunjević unpacked what in
history is important and relevant for us and, like
Martin Luther, people, if they are seeking God, want
this God to be merciful. Luther simply couldn’t find a
merciful God in the religion and piety of his day until
he found it where he least expected it – in the Bible
– specifically in Romans 1:17. Such words changed
Luther’s life. They became his GPS and a map for
the long journey of life ahead of him. And that is what
a Reformation is – a personal encounter with God
which changes one’s own story and creates a new
history. Faith thus created by God grows; shame and
fear give way to love and proclamation – I am not
ashamed of the Gospel! Luther would be shocked
that his 95 Theses were all over Germany in three
months – he posted them as the normal invitation for
an academic debate. And the rest, as they say, is
history … except that this powerful Gospel is still
changing people’s lives. Our questions today are different to Luther’s and to his 16th century world. Today
people expect God to be merciful! (They’ve heard
you, Martin!) Do they
believe it? Who knows? But
what they say they are
seeking is a merciful community – a safe place
where people aren’t afraid
to tell the truth, bear each
other’s burdens, and find
help for their pain, wounds,
and scars without embarrassment, shame, and
judgementalism. Perhaps
where there is a merciful
community there might also
be a merciful God? What
would Luther say to us
today?

The signs, they are achangin’
St David’s updated her exterior signs and Pastor Gordon Naumann reflected …
New signs don’t mean we’re new but that we’re conscious of
how we’ve started to look from the outside. We’re still the
ELCE. We have now have two signs – one by the front door
and one free standing on our boundary. Whether people come
‘up close’ to the Church to enter in through the door or view the
Church ‘from afar’ and stay at a distance our signs declare who
we are and invite people to join us. Of course ‘living signs’
always do a better job but these silent ones ‘talk’ all hours!
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NOVEMBER 2015

ELCE Pastors meet at St Paul, Borehamwood
The ELCE Pastoral
Conference – called
the Barnes Conference
(after Robert Barnes, a
Lutheran Martyr of
1540) – is an opportunity for the ELCE ministerium to meet for
discussion, study, and
mutual encouragement. It usually occurs
twice per year. The latest Barnes Conference
was held 3rd, 4th
November at St Paul,
Borehamwood. The
pastors discussed as
their Exegetical Study
Mark 13:1-13 and for
their Confessional
Study Article XXI of the
Augsburg Confession –
The Cult of Saints.
There was a lot to discuss – so much so that they resolved to devote more time to these studies in future. Other topics for
discussion included the plans for 2017 and the 500th anniversary of the posting of the 95 Theses, the
follow-on from the recent synodical convention, and the latest from the ELCE’s Worship Committee on
another musical setting for worship.
September 2018
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Lutheran Women’s League of Great Britain –
Christian Growth Workshop
“THE PROMISE OF BAPTISM”
Held at St Peter’s Lutheran Church, Plymouth, 14th November 2015
St Peter’s Ladies’ Guild welcomed our sisters
from the far reaches of Scotland, Wales and the
London based churches for the annual LWLGB
Christian growth workshop led by their own
Pastor Arno Bessel.
Following the opening devotion and introduction,
we proceeded to study and discuss Luther’s
statement from the Large Catechism
“Nevertheless I am baptised. And if I am baptised, it is promised to me that I shall be saved
and have eternal life, both in soul and body.”
We were reminded of this source of aid and comfort by reading passages from Genesis and the
role of water and the spirit in the creation of life

and other Old Testament verses, through to the
New Testament words of Jesus from St
Matthew’s gospel “to make disciples of all
nations”.
We considered how God’s promises are fulfilled
in Jesus through our own baptism to us and our
children. His gifts, blessings and promises to us
are overflowing, and we should try to discover
and remember our personal baptism dates to
thank God for His gifts of new birth and life in
Jesus, “We were therefore buried with him
through baptism in order that, just as Christ was
raised from dead through the glory of the father,
we too may live a new life” (Romans 6:4).

Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Fareham,
celebrates … 40 Years by God’s Grace
Pastor Tapani Simojoki

Not only is Our Saviour,
Fareham, no longer the
youngest congregation in the
ELCE (thanks to the birth of little sister Ascension a little over
a decade ago), we have
entered middle age. It was 40
years ago, in December 1975,
that the first members of Our
Saviour Lutheran Church were
confirmed, four years after
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Pastor Robert Brewer accepted
a call from the ELCE to establish a Lutheran Mission in
Fareham.
The current congregation –
which still includes several
charter members – gathered
with guests to give thanks to
God for His faithfulness, and to
celebrate, on Saturday, 28th

November. Guests included
representatives from several
ELCE congregations, former
members, and representatives
from local churches.
At the service of thanksgiving,
the preacher was ELCE
Chairman, Pastor Jon Ehlers,
who focused on the theme of
God’s faithfulness through
The British Lutheran Vol. 60 No. 2

Jesus Christ, who came to be our Saviour, comes to us now
in the Church, and will come again as our Redeemer.
Afterwards, we were delighted to receive greetings from the
Mayor of Fareham, Mr Mike Ford and from the Chair of
Christians Together in Fareham, the Rev. Sally Davenport.
In addition, we heard a written greeting from the first pastor
of Our Saviour, Pastor Brewer, who reminisced about the
first steps that led to the establishment of the Fareham
Mission.
A superabundantly sumptuous lunch was a fitting conclusion
to a day focused on God’s generous giving.
The history of Our Saviour is one of highs and lows, of both
future promise and uncertain futures. The one constant has
been God’s gracious, faithful presence with His people in
His word and sacraments – even at times when it was
humanly difficult to see what future the congregation might
have. Thus far, He has helped us, and we look forward to
finding out what plans He has for us in the future!
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FEBRUARY 2016

Swinging Through Time
at Christ Church
February can be gloomy. What better way to
‘beat the blues’ is being active and what that
sounds like a show … and of course that
sounds like Christ Church!
Impresario Sandra Arnold writes: ‘Nanna I
have another good idea for a show!’ And so
we start our musical journey – a show with
sketches, jokes, singing, dancing and most
importantly lots of fun! ‘Swinging Through
Time’ is a show travelling from the 1950s all
the way to 2015 with Dr Who’s TARDIS (lovingly made by 3 members of our congregation) lasting over 2 ½ hours.
And then the show is on! The hall is filled with
family and friends all waiting to see their nearest and dearest perform. Songs are sung
beautifully, guitars are played, and the dancing
is certainly with enthusiasm … and creatively
… and exuberantly … and much enjoyment.
The song ‘Happy’ summed up the night!
Sophia – one of our youngest cast members –
said, ‘It was a very good show and everyone
sang well and all the kids were happy to be in
the show! I had a great time!’ Mum and Dad
agreed saying ‘Enough said, we did have a lot
of fun!’
Thank you to Keith, Eleanor, Fred, Nadia,
Tina, Edie, Paul, Levi, Samuel, Amanda,
James, Paul, Pat, Zach, Thomas, Linda,
Trevor, Barry, Barbara, Gabby, Steve, Monika,
Sophia, Pastor Jon, Talita, Vicky, Rob,
Carmen, Lorraine, Marcia, Emma, Sue ,
Pastor Jamie, Rosanna, Andrew and Philip,
who all contributed to the show in their various
roles. And a special ‘Thank you to my dearest
granddaughter Sarah who has been my inspiration throughout!’. Thank you also to all the
family, friends and Church members who supported the Show.
I am now waiting for that all important phrase,
‘Nanna, I have another good idea for a show!’.
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MAY 2016

The Christian Resources Exhibition

The Christian Resources Exhibition, 17-20 May at
London ExCel saw Lutheran Radio UK present in
considerable strength. Not only did it have an
active stand giving away material and having
space to chat – sometimes these stands can be
pretty crowded! – but Lutheran Radio UK also
hosted 4 seminars on Lutheran perspectives in
conjunction with Lutheran Hour Ministries (US)
and in cooperation with the British Bible Society.
The presenters were:
The Rt Rev. Graham Tomlin, Bishop of Kensington –
‘Martin Luther’s Insights’
The Rev. Dr Robert Kolb, Concordia Seminary St
Louis, USA – ‘Martin Luther, Confessor of God’s
Enduring Word’
The Rev. Dr Gregory Seltz, Speaker for the Lutheran
Hour (US) – ‘Reformation Mission’
The Rev. Dr Boris Gunjević, Tutor at Westfield
House Cambridge – ’95 Antitheses – from reformation to transformation’

ported Lutheran Radio UK for a day, the main
‘team’ at this year’s CRE were ELCE Pastors
Jaime Kriger and Jon Ehlers, Westfield House
Principal Dr Cyndy Lumley, Seminarian Chris
Conkling, Rev. Peter Kirby, Director of Lutheran
Hour Ministries (US), and Mr Bruce Grinager. A
Lutheran Radio UK ‘ambassador’ from California,
Bruce Grinager was a member of St Andrew’s,
Ruislip in the 1960s as he was serving with the
US Air Force, and he has been promoting
Lutheran Radio UK to anyone who will listen. He
even burns CDs of LRUK programmes for church
friends who don’t use the internet!
The Rev. Jon Ehlers and The Rt Rev. Graham Tomlin

Videos of these presentations can be seen on
the Lutheran Radio UK website – lutheranradio.co.uk
While numerous ELCE pastors came and sup-
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The Rev. Jon Ehlers and The Rev. Dr Gregory Steltz
The Rev. Jon Ehlers and The Rev. Dr Robert Kolb

The 2017 CRE returns to
Sandown Park Racecourse, Esher
on 17-19 October and Lutheran
Radio UK will be there!

Then came
the Congregational Life Conference
There was a Congregational Life Conference in
May directly after the Christian Resource
Exhibition. Held in Cambridge, the two speakers
from the US, Dr Robert Kolb and Dr Greg Seltz,
spoke on the conference theme ‘My Church is
built on …’. The goal was very much a look at
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taking the Reformation message into our community. What would be similar? What is different?
Doreen Rosser from the CLC commented, “In
their own way, Robert on Luther and his opportunism, and Greg and his power of communication, were both awesome and entertaining – it
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was also good to see Peter Kirby again. Holding the conference after the Christian Resources
Exhibition worked well as we were able to benefit from hearing these eminent speakers. The event
was attended by representatives from several ELCE congregations.”

June 2016

The European Lutheran Conference in
Antwerp, Belgium
ELCE Chairman Pastor Jon Ehlers

It was my privilege to represent the ELCE
at this year’s European Lutheran
Conference from 1st to 5th June, hosted by
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Belgium, at their congregation in Antwerp. I
attended as the pastor representative of the
ELCE and Dr Lidija Gunjević attended as
the lay delegate. Pastor George Samiec
has been the Secretary of the European
Lutheran Conference since 2006 and was
re-elected to serve another term. (The 2018
Conference will be held in the UK.)
This year’s conference was unlike any
other ELC as it was combined with a lecture series hosted by the University of
Antwerp, on the theme of Lutheranism’s
influence on Antwerp during the
Reformation era.
The keynote speaker of the ELC was Dr
Werner Klän, who spoke on the topic, The
church is always reforming. However, he
reminded us that the church – before it
reforms – must always be a church repenting. The delegates to this conference discussed what our individual church bodies
would be doing to commemorate the 500th
anniversary of the 95 Theses in 1517.
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The conference hosted by the University of Antwerp
provided an opportunity to learn a great deal of new
information as well as highlight the presence of
Lutheranism in the mid 1500s in the Low Countries, as
well as raise the profile of our church bodies, located
throughout Europe today.
There was a wonderful spirit of openness and co-operation at the conference and we were delighted to host
guests from Slovakia, Norway, Finland, Sweden,
Russia and the USA during our time together. The spirit
of co-operation among our European partners is very
high and we pray that God will continue to bless this
and improve our ties as we move into the future
together.
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OCTOBER 2016

The 62nd ELCE SYNOD
“Living with God – the School of Affliction:
I am severely afflicted; give me life, O Lord, according to your word” (Psalm 119:107)
7th, 8th October 2016 – St Peter, Plymouth

The ELCE went to the south coast of Devon –
specifically to Plymouth and the Lutheran
Congregation of St Peter – for its 62nd Synod and
Budget Conference.
Last at St Peter in 2002, Synod once again
enjoyed wonderful hospitality from the congregation. The food and fellowship were magnificent
and good humour and a kind spirit clearly evident. The singing was loud and worship focused
on ‘real life Christianity’ where struggle and affliction are part and parcel of discipleship. Pastors
Samiec, Kriger, Humann, and Ehlers preached on
aspects of affliction while also drawing people
back to Jesus who is not absent or ignorant of
these things!
This year’s synodical theme continued the third
strand which, according to Martin Luther, is part
of the ‘making of theologians’ which all Christians
are as they are interested very much in God’s
Word and words about God. Following Luther’s
approach of Oratio (Prayer) which we considered
in 2014 and then Meditatio (Meditation which we
considered in 2015) Pastor Arno Bessel this year
presented Tentatio (Affliction).

Pastor Bessel set the scene by giving us a definition of Tentatio and then unpacking what it means
for us.
Tentatio is a Latin word that expresses a
whole range of meanings. Luther’s German
translation of the term is Anfechtung which
describes the all consuming fear for one’s
life and salvation in light of God’s right to
condemn all sinners and in light of the
unceasing attacks of the devil, the world,
and the sinful flesh.1 Luther uses this word
in a special way. According to him,
Anfechtung involves some kind of attack
upon the person which happens in the public domain. It involves public antagonism
and opposition to those who are ministers
of Christ or are candidates to the ministry.
It is an attack upon the ministry of the
word.2 According to another scholar, the
word Anfechtung “can refer specifically to
the suffering a Christian experiences
because of the faith, but it can also be
used in the wider sense of all the afflictions
we endure in this life.”3
Tentatio has been translated to English as
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temptation in the sense of trial or tribulation; as affliction; as testing, suffering, and
ordeal.
Pastor Bessel presented his essay via
PowerPoint and audience engagement where
sections were read out so that everyone not only
saw God’s Word but heard and mouthed it too. In
this way Psalm 119 was considered. Often
ignored because of its length, this psalm should
not be ignored but tells how living in this world
can be shaped by oratio, meditatio, and tentatio
again and again! Copies of this presentation
have been made available to all ELCE pastors –
so see your local one for a copy!
The 62nd Synod welcomed civic and international
guests. On the Friday the Deputy Lord Mayor
Sam Davey welcomed all delegates to Plymouth
and wished us a good conference. Delegates
also met with the Plympton Stannator, Rose
Hamley, and Local Councillors Terri Beer and
Patrick Nicholson. Apologies from MP Gary
Streeter were also received. Greetings were
received from the Independent Lutheran Church
in Germany, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Brazil, Lutheran Church Canada, and the
Evangelical Lutheran Diocese in Norway.
On the Saturday delegates heard from the international Lutheran guests who attended – The
Rev. Dr Albert Collver
(Assistant to the
President LCMS), The
Rt Rev. Torkild Masvie
(Bishop, Lutheran
Church of Norway),
The Rev. James
Krikava (Eurasia
Regional Director,
LCMS), Mr Richard
Sovitzky (Eurasis
Business Manager,
LCMS), and The Rev.
Dr Dean Zweck
(Lutheran Church of
Australia). ELCE
Chairman, Rev. Jon
Ehlers, welcomed
Zweck
Krikava
them and in his report
1
2
3

Masvie

Ehlers

Collver

Sovitzky

Lutheran Spirituality. Life as God’s Child. General Editor Robert C. Baker. CPH, ©2010, p. 285.
John W Kleinig. Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio What Makes A Theologian? Concordia Theological Quarterly 66/3 (2002), p. 8.
https://curlewriver.wordpress.com/.../the-heart-of-lutheran-spirituality-oratio-meditatio. 19 Oct 2014.
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also talked about the links and work being done
by the ELCE with overseas Lutheran churches.
The ELCE’s many activities belies its size!
The business of Synod consists of reports of the
various ELCE Boards and Committees which
work on behalf of all congregations so that we
can be effective with our resources. Extra time
this year was given to the Worship Committee
which launched a draft of the Hymnal
Supplement and to Westfield House, the theological house of studies in Cambridge. Westfield
House makes a significant contribution not only
to the ELCE but to many overseas church relationships. A portion of the report covered the
complex issues regarding legal duties, accountability, and finance. Westfield House is accredited
by the British Accreditation Council and inspected
on behalf of UKVI (United Kingdom Visas and
Immigration) and has passed whatever is asked
of it but the ongoing administration is not insignificant. The Friends of Westfield House continue to
provide funds for scholarships and Westfield
House has recently been approved for 2 years as
a recipient of funds from the Hilda E Bretzlaff
Foundation (USA). Westfield House Sundays –
where faculty and students visit an ELCE congregation – continue to be a highlight for all involved.

The financial reports made for two stories. The
first one is that God is faithful and we are still
here! While that does sound somewhat dramatic,
the second story is the one about when assets
are sold and used for running costs, they are
gone. Once again, the ELCE received the news
that an anonymous donation had been received
to help with the Retirement Reserve Fund. ELCE
Treasurer, Mrs Rosemary Gowers, completed her
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three year term of service and did not seek reelection. She was present at Synod via Skype (a
first!) and was able to answer questions.
Rosemary was thanked at the September
Executive Council for her sterling work and at
Synod received many cries and cheers of thanks
together with much applause! The work of the
Treasurer will be followed up by the Executive
Council for the time being.
A number of the resolutions involved keeping
things going – such as reappointing the ELCE
auditors and extending the working status of policy documents (on salary and conditions). Synod
resolved that Lutheran Radio UK would be supported congregationally at a minimum of £420
per year for another 3 years and then reviewed
again. The report on Freemasonry by the
Commission on Theology and Social Concerns
has been sent to the United Grand Lodge of
England for comment. The resolution on the principle and practice regarding whether students
who receive ELCE funds for their theological
studies and not subsequently work in the ELCE
should then make some repayments of their
financial support was sent back to the Executive
Council for more detail and to be brought to the
next Synod. Two resolutions for the Executive
Council to work on and bring to next year’s
Synod were: 1. establishing a mechanism or
group that will be able to inform and monitor
compliance regarding all the legislation affecting
congregations and charities; and 2. reviewing the
Retirement Reserve Fund to see whether it is
appropriate for today’s financial climate and propose changes if necessary.
Chairing
Synod this
year was
ELCE Vice
Chairman
Rev. George
Samiec on
the Friday
and ELCE
Chairman, Rev. Jon Ehlers on the Saturday. Rev.
Ehlers was not able to be present on the Friday –
the first time in 21 years he had missed any part
of Synod – due to the commissioning of his
daughter, Emma, in the Metropolitan Police.
Synod received Jon warmly on the Saturday and
shared in his happiness and pride and wished
The British Lutheran Vol. 60 No. 2

Emma – and all police
– safe shifts. Numerous
comments at Synod
expressed appreciation
for the tough role of the
police today and our
need to pray to support
them – and all in our
society.
What will people
remember about Synod
2016? Undoubtedly the
wonderful fellowship
enjoyed by everyone,
the gracious hosts,
solid and clear teaching, and that together
the ELCE goes forward
wanting to follow Jesus
in this United Kingdom.

Synod Elections
Delegates elected the following people for a synodical term
which is 3 years unless it is a replacement due to a vacancy
Executive Council – Treasurer – Vacant
Executive Council – Lay Councillor – Mrs Barbara Higgins (2
years)
Worship Committee – Mrs Ingrid Flor and Rev. Tapani Simojoki
Congregation Life Committee – Mrs Doreen Rosser and Rev.
Jaime Kriger
Board for Overseas Mission – Mrs Rosana Kriger
Nominations Committee – Mrs Barbara Higgins and Mrs Nadia
Halliday (2 years)
Board for Youth – Ms Grace Williams and Rev. Didzis Stilve
Salary Review Committee – Dr Lidija Gunjević and Ms Michelle
Harrison
Delegates ratified the following people nominated by the Barnes
Conference to serve for 2 years:
Commission on Theological and Social Concerns –
Mr John Halton and Rev. Tapani Simojoki
Notice:
Following Synod, the Executive Council met and co-opted Dr
Cyndy Lumley to serve on the Executive Council in order to
maintain the proportion of laity (4) and clergy (3) on the Council
while the Treasurer position is vacant and Rev. George Samiec
is Acting Treasurer.

Thank you for a wonderful synodical convention, St Peter’s!
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Reformation at Luther-Tyndale
with Dr Cyndy Lumley

Luther Tyndale’s annual
Reformation Event on the last
Friday in October is now embedded in the ELCE calendar. This
year, instead of listening to theology, it was much more about seeing theology. Dr Cyndy Lumley,
Principal of Westfield House, gave
a talk – and more importantly –
showed many pictures about
‘Lutheran Theology and Art’.
Writers are encouraged to ‘show,
don’t tell’ and artists do this in all
sorts of ways. At the time of the
Reformation, the Lutheran
Reformers showed themselves
not to be iconoclasts but wanted
the arts to be in service of the
Gospel. One saw and gazed at a
painting and the picture or scene
could be ‘obvious’. Nonetheless it
was also important to ‘read’ art
and understand visual theology.
The audience was encouraged to
take up this task when looking at
the art of the past. It is also part
of the creative arts today. (Long
may they flourish!)
Thanks once again goes to
Luther-Tyndale for their initiative
and hospitality – and to Dr Lumley
for this year’s presentation.
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Thank you,
Reiner Thoelke!
In 2014 Reiner Thoelke, a long standing
member of the ELCE’s Executive Council
concluded his service. Trying to get many
people together to say thank you to him
isn’t all that easy but the opportunity arose
at the Reformation Evening at LutherTyndale – and that’s exactly what ELCE
Chairman Pastor Jon Ehlers did at the
Luther-Tyndale Reformation Evening and
warmly thanked Reiner for his many years
of service to the ELCE.

(Reiner was re-elected to the ELCE’s Executive Council in 2017.)
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NOVEMBER 2016

ELCE Pastors meet at Cambridge for
Barnes Conference

The ministerium of the ELCE gathered at
Resurrection, Cambridge, 1st and 2nd November
for their Barnes Conference. Welcomed to the
Conference were Dr Cyndy Lumley – Principal at
Westfield House and also a qualified Deaconess
from her studies at Concordia Lutheran
Seminary, Fort Wayne – and Dr Dean Zweck
from the Lutheran Church of Australia who was
teaching at Westfield House this semester.

munication. There are three regular items in the
Barnes Conference agenda: worshipping together, studying the Word together (the exegetical
study), and studying the Lutheran Confessions
together. At this conference, Article 22 (Both
Kinds in the Sacrament) of the Augsburg
Confession was studied, Luke 20:27-40 was
unpacked, and worship was organised by
Conference Chaplain, Pastor Jaime Kriger.

The topics for discussion included an update on
the relationship between the ELCE and the other
British Lutheran Church (the Lutheran Church in
Great Britain), creation in Genesis, preparations
and plans for Reformation 500, the issue of wine
or grape juice in Holy Communion, updates on
the texts for the Divine Service and the Small
Catechism, and the use of the internet for com-

Barnes Conferences are not to be regarded as
synod – where decisions are made all the time –
but more a time when pastors get together to
hear the wider ELCE picture and discuss issues
and agree on ways of working that enhance our
walking together as an ELCE.
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Thanks to Resurrection for being lovely hosts!
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FEBRUARY 2017

ELCE Pastors return to Cambridge

It happens. It’s not the plan but then life takes
over. Normally the Barnes Conference – the
ELCE’s pastoral conference – moves around the
ELCE but in February (7th and 8th) the ELCE pastors returned to Resurrection Cambridge. The
specific reason was the external inspection (think
akin to Ofsted) due to take place at Westfield
House which meant that the faculty had to be
‘close by’. In order to maximise participation
Resurrection agreed again to host the pastors.
Part ‘company board meeting’, part ‘support
group’, part ‘in-service training’, a pastoral conference picks up the issues pertinent to the pastors to help everyone work together in the ELCE.
The pastors returned to the matter of wine or
grape juice in Holy Communion and agreed that
both bread and wine be used in ELCE congregations and that gluten free bread and dilution of
wine be the options that help people with difficulties in this area. The option of communing in one
kind is not to be followed and the matter will be
discussed again in 12 months.
ELCE Chairman Pastor Jon Ehlers presented
material and a case study on mission to and care
for Muslims. He also updated the pastors regardSeptember 2018

ing the ELCE Safeguarding policy and other matters of compliance required by British legislation
(eg. health and safety, employment matters, and
charity matters). Because of the small size of the
ELCE and increasing administration, the ELCE is
seeking to ‘buy in’ advice and support and
Chairman Ehlers discussed the details.
Pastor George Samiec, ELCE Vice Chairman
and Acting ELCE Treasurer, highlighted two
things about being synod and that is that each
component of the ELCE must act for its benefit
and that of the ELCE – it is not an either / or but
a both / and. Pastors can help with two things by:
• recognising the difference between the loans
of a congregation and the quarterly bills of a congregation. Both are money owed to the ELCE.
However a loan is largely a ‘moral’ debt which
should motivate payment while the quarterly bills
are a ‘legal’ debt that must be paid as these are
reimbursements. Congregations don’t not pay its
gas and electricity or Her Majesty’s Revenue and
Customs and similar they must pay the ELCE for
the bills paid on the congregation’s behalf.

•

challenging the old hackneyed line heard in
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some quarters that ‘the ELCE (= Executive
Council) wants to shut us down’. Such sentiments while debatable 25 years ago are certainly
incorrect for the last 15 years. These sentiments,
words, and attitudes are corrosive to the synod
and need to end.
The document and work undertaken by the
Commission on Theology and Social Concerns
on Freemasonry was discussed at length and
specific issues addressed. An update on the

Nordic Fellowship talks was given. There was a
session looking at a Christological reading of
Scripture plus the ‘regular’ items of the exegetical
study (Genesis 3:1-21) and the Confessional
study (Augsburg Confession Article 23 – The
Marriage of Priests). Lots of talk, lots of work,
always more to do!
A special thank you was extended to
Resurrection for hosting the conference so graciously … and well!

Saturday Seminar at Redeemer

On Saturday February 25th Redeemer, Harlow, held another ‘Saturday Seminar’ on the
Book of Acts. These days are an additional opportunity to attend Bible Study and look at a
topic in some depth – not available in a ‘regular’ Bible Study. Running from 10:00am –
4:00pm the Saturdays are an alternative to an evening Bible Study and while Redeemer
has a regular afternoon weekly Bible Study it doesn’t help those in employment to attend.
So the offer was made that a few times per year – with enough notice – why not a
‘Saturday Seminar’ to tackle topics that were in the ‘too scared to ask’ or those where a bit
more depth might be required? Can anyone guess the first topic Redeemer chose for their
first Saturday Seminar? … If you went for ‘The Book of Revelation’, give yourself a round
of applause! The goal was to read the whole book, peek into each scene, and get an idea
of the ‘big picture’ and to everyone’s surprise we missed the 4:00pm deadline by only 4
minutes! It can’t have been too arduous for other Saturday Seminar topics have been Acts,
Martin Luther and the Reformation, and the Life and Letters of St Paul.
Everyone sits at tables usually in a large square ‘circle’, shares food and drink – there are
good breaks for morning and afternoon teas and lunch – and enjoys the fellowship and
learning something new. It is just another way to help folk get into God’s Word.

MARCH 2017

The Luther Reading Roadshow rides
into Coventry

Well that was more Pastor Didzis Stilve who rode
his motorbike to the first of the Luther Reading
Roadshows held at Good Shepherd, Coventry, on
11th March.
As part of Reformation 500, the ELCE planned
three days throughout 2017 and throughout the
ELCE for people to gather and read Martin
Luther. There is so much written about Luther,
people can forget that he wrote a lot as well. The
idea was to introduce people or reacquaint people with Martin Luther.
The writing for this first roadshow was Luther’s
‘How to Meditate on the Passion of Christ’ (writ-

ten in 1519 and which proved enormously popular being published in 24 editions within 5 years
and included as the sermon for Good Friday in
the Church Postil of 1525). ELCE Chairman
Pastor Jon Ehlers led the discussion on the document and prepared the discussion guide for the
small groups.
People brought their own lunch or bought it from
nearby places and there was good fellowship
among the participants – some of whom had
come quite a journey. Thank you, Good
Shepherd, for hosting the first roadshow. It was a
very good day.

ELCE Congregations and
Missions
www.lutheran.co.uk/directory
In London
Borehamwood – St Paul
Kentish Town – Luther-Tyndale
Petts Wood – Christ Church
Ruislip – St Andrew
Tottenham – Holy Trinity
In England, Scotland, and
Wales
Brandon (Suffolk) – Ascension
Cambridge – Resurrection
Cardiff – St David
September 2018

Coventry – Good Shepherd
East Kilbride – St Columba
Fareham – Our Saviour
Harlow – Redeemer
Plymouth – St Peter
Sunderland – St Timothy
ELCE Missions
Brighton Mission, East Sussex
Bristol Mission, Bristol (in
Portuguese)
Cheltenham Mission,
Gloucestershire (in Portuguese)
Ipswich Mission, Suffolk
Oxford Mission, Oxfordshire
Rainham Mission, Kent
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APRIL 2017

Easter
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!
Scenes from St Timothy’s Easter Dawn Service

MAY 2017

Reformation 500:
Towards a new perspective on Luther

From 16th May until 18th May 2017, Westfield
House organised a conference entitled
‘Reformation 500: towards a new perspective on
Luther’. The presenters and panellists were Prof.
Dr John Barclay (University of Durham, UK),
Emeritus Prof. Dr Robin Kirkpatrick (University of
September 2018

Cambridge, UK), Emeritus Prof. Dr Robert Kolb
(Concordia Seminary St. Louis, USA), Prof. Dr
John Milbank (University of Nottingham, UK),
Emeritus Prof. Dr Morna D. Hooker (University of
Cambridge, UK), Emeritus Prof. Dr Robert Rosin
(Concordia Seminary St. Louis, USA), Dr Giles
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Waller (University of Cambridge, UK), Dr
Slavoj Žižek (European Graduate School &
Society for the Theoretical Psychoanalysis,
Ljubljana, Slovenia). Dr Boris Gunjević
(Westfield House Cambridge, UK) was the
moderator of the conference. It occurred at
the time of the year where the ELCE pastors have their Pastors’ Study Week and
provided rich fare for pastors and the many
visitors who attended.
J. Barclay talked about ‘Paul, Gift and
Luther’. He focused on these three terms as
the intersection of two important debates of
the last few decades - the question of
Dr Slavoj Žižek
Luther and Paul and the debate on the
meaning and significance of ‘gift’. Barclay
concluded that Luther’s reading of Paul, which is the core of his theological legacy, is nowhere more
beneficial than in his reactivation and radicalisation of Paul’s theology of gift. M. D. Hooker responded
to Barclay’s lecture and said that Luther interpreted Paul’s writings in the context of his day and that
the ‘real’ Luther is much closer to Paul than we might have supposed. Hooker underlined that Luther,
like Paul, saw the Incarnation and the Atonement as inseparably joined. For them, Christ became what
we are, in order that, in him, we might be made what he is.
J. Milbank talked about ‘Reformation 500: any cause for celebration?’. He underlined that we need an
ecumenical and long term approach when we assess the legacy of the Reformation and its relation to
secularisation. A radical orthodoxy of the future should cleave to Catholic tradition yet learn also from
the more transformative works envisaged by Protestantism.
R. Kirkpatrick gave a lecture on ‘Dante, Luther and the Church’. He talked how Dante and Luther
reacted to the issues of glory and corruption in the Church at the hands of the late medieval popes.
This presentation is important for the Church in terms of its significance today as it steers between
glory and corruption.
S. ŽiŽek focused on a materialist conspiracy of
faith. He quoted Luther ‘good works do not make a
good man, but a good man does good works’. In
our creativity, we bring out what we already are.
We spontaneously (mis)perceive our acts as merely expressing what we already are in ourselves.
Luther realised that a love that sought no reward
was more willing to serve the needy, since their
cause offered the least prospect of personal gain.
Žižek also mentioned the book of Job and tried to
answer a question: why do we need God at all?
R. Kolb and R. Rosin lead the morning sessions
about ‘Reading Luther’ for Lutheran pastors and
lay members. R. Kolb spoke about Luther’s redefinition of the Church and the development of
Wittenberg Ecclesiology, while R. Rosin talked
about the priesthood of all believers in relations to
ecclesiology.
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